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• Roles & responsibilities

 
• Drinking water treatment objectives & filtration exemption

 
• Future of Greater Victoria Water Supply System

• Requirements & recommendations
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https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/08028_01#section70 

https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/08028_01#section70
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require filtration of the Greater Victoria Water Supply System
 if the Leech River is introduced 



Page 11

Short duration, high intensity rainfall events are projected to increase in both frequency 
and severity in the future. Depending on a storm’s return period and duration, discrete 
storm events are expected to increase in intensity by approximately 13% to 52% in the 
eastern portion of the CRD and by 13% to 42% in the western portion of the CRD.

With increased water volumes during and following high intensity rainfall events, there 
will also be increases in the movement of sediments, organic materials, and associated 
nutrients carried into water supply reservoirs by streams and adjacent slope failures. 
Increased turbidity levels could impact disinfection processes at water treatment plants, 
affecting water quality or chemical dosing.

Landslides ultimately pose an issue to water quality by increasing the quantity of 
suspended solids and organic material in the source water.

Increased algal blooms or populations of invasive species will require CRD to consider 
pre-treatment and filtration requirements for water along with increased
complaints or concerns for water quality due to colour, taste and odour, as well as 
clogging of household water filters at the point of consumption. Excess biological 
material can also introduce potentially harmful toxins (e.g., cyanotoxins).
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Exposure / probability 
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recommend filtration of the Greater Victoria Water Supply System
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• Filtration exemption is currently appropriate

• Recommend planning for filtration in advance of increasing risk 
of turbidity-causing events 

• Require filtration if the Leech River is introduced 

Conclusions: Greater Victoria Water Supply System
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