
AOA/PFR Study of CRD’s Proposed Family Bike Park at Mouat Park, Ganges,  Salt Spring Island, B.C., 2018 

 

 1 

March 21, 2018 
 
Dan Ovington, Manager  
Salt Spring Island Parks and Recreation 
Capital Regional District,  
108-121 McPhillips Avenue  
Salt Spring Island, B.C. V8K 2T6 
 

RE:  PRELIMINARY ARCHAEOLOGICAL FIELD RECONNAISSANCE OF CAPITAL REGIONAL 

DISTRICT’S PROPOSED SALT SPRING ISLAND FAMILY BIKE PARK, MOUAT PARK, SALT SPRING 

ISLAND, BRITISH COLUMBIA 
 
Dear Mr. Dan Ovington, 
 
On behalf of the Capital Regional District Salt Spring Parks and Recreation Commission (PARC), I 
have prepared the attached 13-page letter report describing an archaeological overview assessment 
(AOA) and preliminary field reconnaissance (PFR) study of the proposed Salt Spring Family Bike Park 
project at 160 Seaview Avenue, Mouat Park. 
 

SUMMARY RESULTS OF PRELIMINARY FIELD RECONNAISSANCE  

On December 1, 2017 and March 16, 2018, I visited the 160 Seaview Avenue property to direct a 
preliminary field reconnaissance of the proposed family bike park project area at Mouat Park. During 
the second reconnaissance visit, I was accompanied by hereditary grave diggers Adrian Underwood, 
Tsawout First Nation, and Harold Joe, Cowichan Tribes. We completed a comprehensive visual 
examination of the 0.5 hectare (0.8 acre) project area that carefully inspected the ground surface for 
any exposed archaeological deposits, features, or indications of surface or subsurface archaeological 
or historical materials, which may be observable from the effects of soil erosion, tree falls, park facility 
use or other physical ground disturbance.   

In a close examination of the terrain and its ground surface, we did not identify any archaeological or 
historical deposits, features or materials in the proposed Salt Spring Family Bike Park project area at 
Mouat Park. I evaluate there is a very low probability for the presence of any subsurface archaeological 
sites in the project area that may not have been identified based on surface survey methods. In 
addition, we revisited a small, previously recorded archaeological site, DfRv-126, located outside of the 
project area to evaluate any potential indirect impacts by the proposed park facility improvements at 
Mouat Park. A number of heritage management measures have been recommended to help ensure the 
long-term protection and conservation of this recorded archaeological site, including options to manage 
increased park visitor traffic and protection from ongoing soil erosion.  

In my professional opinion, I have advised no further archaeological impact assessment study or site 
alteration work under a provincial heritage permit from the Archaeology Branch, FLNRORD, may be 
necessary for CRD PARC Salt Spring Island to proceed with the proposed development of the 
proposed family bike park project at Mouat Park. 

I trust that the attached letter report and its recommendations are satisfactory.  
 
Respectfully,   

 
--------------------------------------------- 
Eric McLay, PhD Candidate, Archaeologist 


