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2016 Award Recipients
1 Year Award Recipients
Chrys-Tei Argast – Park Steward, Galloping Goose
Richard Fields – Park Steward, Lone Tree Hill
Dave Fodor – Naturalist, Witty’s Lagoon
Dennis Hall – Naturalist, Elk/Beaver Lake 
Valerie Hawkins – Naturalist, Francis/King
Darrell Leet – Park Steward, Island View Beach
Andy Mackinnon - Naturalist, Witty’s Lagoon
Tony Moncur – Park Steward, Galloping Goose
John Potter – Long-term Restoration Volunteer
Andrea Rangel – Naturalist, Elk/Beaver Lake
Taylor Sands – Long-term Restoration Volunteer
Zabrina Warren – Long-term Restoration Volunteer
5 Year Award Recipients
Edward LaFortune – Park Steward, Galloping Goose
Sandra Pappas – Long-term Restoration Volunteer
Rob Yerbury – Long-term Restoration Volunteer 
10 Year Award Recipients
Ellen Kowalyk – Park Steward, Lochside & Coles Bay 
Bryce McCaughey – Volunteer Naturalist &  
Park Steward, Francis/King 
15 Year Award Recipients
Bill Cave – Devonian Restoration Volunteer
Linda Cave – Devonian Restoration Volunteer
Ged Dady – Devonian Restoration Volunteer
Christina Gilbert – Devonian Restoration Volunteer
Katy Nelson – Devonian Restoration Volunteer
Heidi Roemer – Naturalist, Francis/King
Abby St. Pierre – Devonian Restoration Volunteer
Roger St. Pierre – Devonian Restoration Volunteer 
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2016 Volunteer 
Recognition Highlights
By Colleen Long 

The Volunteer Recognition Event is an opportunity for CRD 
staff and elected representatives to show their appreciation 
and acknowledge the many contributions that volunteers 
make to Regional Parks.  

The 2016 recognition event took place on October 22 at the 
Olympic View Golf Club in Colwood. A plentiful breakfast buffet 
was enjoyed by all followed by an address to the volunteers by 
CRD Regional Parks Committee Chair, Mike Hicks.   

The keynote speaker for the event, Dr. Philip Dearden, Professor 
in the Department of Geography at the University of Victoria, 
gave a very relevant and interesting talk on the “Importance of 
Parks and Protected Areas.” 

Dr. Dearden’s presentation was followed by our awards ceremony 
in which 25 volunteers were recognized for their service ranging 
from one to 15 years. Twelve volunteers were recognized 
for completing their first year of volunteering with Regional 
Parks with the hope that they will continue for many years 
to come. Three volunteers received their 5th year award and 
two volunteers received their 10th year award: Ellen Kowalyk, 
Volunteer Park Steward along the Lochside Regional Trail and 
at Coles Bay Regional Park, and Bryce McCaughey, Volunteer 
Naturalist and Park Steward at Francis/King Regional Park. 

Of note, there were eight volunteers recognized for 15 years of 
service. One of these was Heidi Roemer, Volunteer Naturalist at 
Francis/King Regional Park. The remaining 15th year volunteers 
were all Long-term Restoration Volunteers at Devonian Regional 
Park in Metchosin. The Devonian Restoration Project has been 
ongoing since 2001 with the aim of restoring the endangered 
Garry oak ecosystems in the park. The project was spearheaded 
by Moralea Milne. The volunteers recognized at the event were 
part of the original group that came on with Moralea near the 
start of the project and have remained with the project ever 
since. They are an incredibly dedicated group of volunteers that 
have had an significant impact on the park. They meet every 
Sunday from the middle of October until the middle of March 
and have contributed over 3800 hours to the removal of invasive 
species in the park.

The opportunity to connect with all of the volunteers and to meet 
their families and friends is always the highlight of the year for 
me. I hope that many of you will be able to join us at our event 
next fall as 2017 marks the 35th anniversary of Volunteers in CRD 
Regional Parks, an incredible accomplishment for any volunteer 
program. Thank you for the differences that you make in 
Regional Parks and for the residents of the region.  
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What do you enjoy most about volunteering?
In addition to meeting other volunteers and learning so 
much about our great parks, the chance to meet so many 
people on the trail who are enjoying themselves is just a 
wonderful experience. Almost all of my interactions on the 
trail are positive experiences and a pleasure.
What is your favourite volunteer experience or memory? 
Fun experiences on the trail occur all the time. A recent one 
was a granddad from the Port Angeles area taking his 11-year-
old grandson on a bicycle tour of the San Juan Islands to 
Sidney and Victoria on his old tandem bike that had been in 
storage for years. I met him on the trail when he was  trying 
to fix the bike for about the 5th time. After helping him with 
two flats and other mechanical problems I helped get him to 
his hotel in Victoria. Their trip changed from disaster to a fun 
filled adventure for his grandson. On the light side I recently 
advised a American biker that helmets are required in BC and 
when he wanted to know why we ended up having a great 
chat about Canada’s health care system and how we had a 
vested interested in keeping bikers safe from head injuries.
What is your favourite park?
One of my favorites is Thetis Lake Regional  Park. The hiking 
trails are great , there is good   swimming  and the canoeing 
is fun, especially considering how close it is to Victoria.
Tell us a bit about yourself.
I am retired and enjoy biking very much. I love hiking all our 
wonderful parks. I have one son and we have lived in Victoria 
since 1993. 

David Gellately is a Park Steward on the 
Lochside Regional Trail from Johnson 
St. bridge to Sidney. He has been a 

volunteer with parks for 11 years
Marc Solomon is Park Operations 

Supervisor, North at Regional Parks. 
He has been with the CRD since 2016. 

Staff Profile

Where have you worked previously? 
My career started with Tolko Industries as a Silviculture Forester 
managing 110,000 hectares of harvested forestland.  Annually 
I supervised the planting of 2.4 million trees, and cared for 
those trees through to a free growing forest. An opportunity 
arose with the City of Kamloops Parks Department as the first 
Sustainability Coordinator so I was privileged to have been 
offered the position. My role with the City was diverse and I 
managed a variety of projects ranging from the construction 
of electric vehicle charging stations, to writing source water 
protection plans, to establishing zero waste facilities. 
What is your favourite park?
I recently moved to Victoria and Jordan River Regional Park, 
specifically Sandcut Beach, is my favorite park. The hike 
through the woods, seeing the old stumps and then hearing 
the rolling cobbles on the beach down below, are what makes 
this park stand out for me. 
Where were you born? 
I was born and raised in Victoria, leaving in 1996 to attend 
the University of Northern British Columbia in Prince George. 
I slowly migrated south, with stop overs in Williams Lake for 
8 years, and Kamloops for another 8 years. In January 2016 
I officially moved back to Victoria and started with the CRD. 
Tell us a bit about yourself. 
My wife Nicole and I have a 9 year old girl named Kaelynne. 
I have a Degree in Natural Resources Management and I 
obtained my designation as a Registered Professional Forester 
in 2004.  My hobbies include kayaking, woodworking and 
multi-day backcountry trips.  
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Volunteer & Park Updates

on an outing to a park every Sunday and many of those 
outings were to Bear Hill.

Dave watched over the hill and reported on his observations 
diligently for over a quarter of a century. During his time 
with us Dave recorded more than 1100 hours, though over 
his lifetime, this is just a fraction of the time that he spent 
in the park. Such a connection can only be admired.

I will miss Dave, though I take solace in the fact that I will 
connect with him whenever I am at Bear Hill.

Sea to Sea Regional Park
Staff has installed visitor facilities and built trails in the 
southern section of the spectacular Sea to Sea Regional 
Park, known as Mount Manuel Quimper.  

Hikers, equestrians and mountain bikers have access to a 
30-kilometre network of trails that allow park visitors to 
remain in close touch with this wilderness area.   

Nestled in the Sooke Hills, the park has impressive 
mountains, with amazing vistas, an abundance of wildlife, 
watersheds and forests, spread out over 4,000 hectares. It is 
habitat for bears, wolves, cougars, deer, birds, salmon, and 
delicate plants such as the calypso orchid. 

Hike or cycle five and a half kilometres to the summit of 
Mount Manuel Quimper for panoramic mountain views and 
to see the old fire lookout tower. Or take the shorter three 
kilometre trek to Mount Brulé, with its spectacular view 
of Sooke Basin, East Sooke Regional Park and the Olympic 
Mountains. Details at www.crd.bc.ca/seatosea.  
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In Memory of Former Volunteer 
Park Steward Dave Welch
By Colleen Long 

Sadly, Dave Welch passed away on November 19, 2016 
at the age of 91. Dave is survived by his wife Gwen of 60 
years and his two sons and their families. 

Dave was our first, and, up until 2010, our lone Park 
Steward at Bear Hill Regional Park. In 2010, after receiving 
his 25th year service award with us, Dave decided to shift 
his volunteer duties to Elk/Beaver Lake Regional Park and 
reported on a section of trail from Hamsterly Beach to the 
Brookleigh Boat Launch, until 2013 when he had to resign 
from his role due to failing health.

Bear Hill Regional Park was much more than just a park to 
Dave and you could hear it when he spoke about the park. 
Other than when he moved away from Victoria for a short 
time, Dave and his family have always lived near Bear Hill. 
He grew up nearby, and later he and Gwen purchased land 
and built a house on Oldfield Road not far from the park, in 
which Gwen still lives.

As a child, Dave spent a great deal of time exploring the 
hill and surrounding area. After he retired from his 33 year 
teaching career as both a teacher and vice-principal, Dave 
spotted an ad in the Times Colonist in which we were 
looking for volunteers, and as they say, the rest is history. 
For Dave this was the perfect opportunity for him to give 
back to the park that had given him so much. When his 
sons were young, Dave and Gwen would take the family 

David as a boy (front) with his family on Bear Hill circa 1932
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https://www.crd.bc.ca/parks-recreation-culture/parks-trails/find-park-trail/seatosea

