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unacceptable risks for human health or the environment 
based on provincial parkland standards. 
Following a successful remediation program, ecological 
restoration work continued in 2016 and 2017. Due to 
the large amount of fill at the site, it was not possible to 
restore it fully to wetland conditions. In addition, most 
of the organic soils were removed during remediation. 
Improvements were made to promote a “wet forest” 
landscape with seasonal wetland conditions.
To mitigate the challenging conditions and create site 
conditions for this outcome the landscape required 
contouring to improve surface water conditions and 
site drainage. Once the more complex landscape was 
established, organic forest soils and forest debris (stumps, 
logs and branches) were restored to the site. 
Park staff planted native grasses, shrubs and more than 
700 trees, with the help of volunteers. Invasive species 
introduced from illegal disposal of garden waste were 
removed. Restoration volunteers continue to work with 
staff to monitor and keep invasive species out of this site 
while trees get established.                Continued page 3

Remediation and Restoration at Thetis Lake

Aerial photo monitoring of the site pre-remediation in 2013
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Figure 1
Thetis Lake Regional Park

Important This map is for general information purposes only. The Capital Regional District (CRD) makes no
representations or warranties regarding the accuracy or completeness of this map or the suitability of the map for
any purpose. This map is not for navigation. The CRD will not be liable for any damage, loss or injury resulting
from the use of the map or information on the map and the map may be changed by the CRD at any time.
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By Todd Golumbia and Laurie Sthamann

For over 100 years, police forces, security 
companies and gun clubs, like the Victoria City 
Police Revolver Club, practiced at an outdoor 

pistol firing range in View Royal. A former wetland, 
the site was raised with fill to the current elevation 
and drained for use. It was transferred from the City of 
Victoria to CRD in 1994 to become part of Thetis Lake 
Regional Park. Pistol range activities ceased in 1999. 
The area was identified as a contaminated site under 
provincial legislation due to metal residues from bullets 
and casings. The CRD committed to clean it up and for 
nearly ten years, set aside funds for the remediation 
and restoration work required to return the park to 
a naturalized state. This large capital project also 
benefitted from a provincial grant. 
Remediation of the 0.75 hectares began in 2014 under 
contract with SNC-Lavalin. The work involved excavating 
shallow surface soils, dismantling the soil berms 
and removing contaminated soil. Once completed, 
a risk assessment determined that the site had no 
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Additional information and photos are 
at www.crd.bc.ca/capital-projects.  

You can find more on how to be plant-
wise by selecting non-invasive and 

native plants, and properly disposing 
of invasive species at  
www.bcinvasives.ca.

Capital Regional District Capital Regional District

Photo monitoring of the site during restoration in 2016 and post-restoration in 2018

Aerial photo monitoring of the site post-remediation in 2015 and post-restoration in 2017

Photo of the site circa 1985 courtesy Victoria Police Historical Society

http://www.crd.bc.ca/capital-projects
http://www.bcinvasives.ca.
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What do you enjoy most about volunteering?
CRD Regional Parks are great refuges from city life—I 
love visiting them, and Francis/King is definitely one of 
my favourites. The nature centre is welcoming and has 
something of interest for everyone. I am happy to be one of 
the people who keeps it open for the public.
What is your favourite volunteer experience or memory? 
I have no specific memory, but the nature centre is often 
a calm place and it can be very relaxing spending an 
afternoon there. I enjoy being at the centre and answering 
visitors’ questions.
Tell us a bit about yourself.
I am a banjo-pickin’, bike-ridin’, dog-lovin’ guy. I also enjoy 
scuba diving, hiking, fitness workouts, making kombucha 
and baking bread. I had a 30-year career with the BC Forest 
Service Research Branch and during that time I worked 
on developing the biogeoclimatic ecosystem classification 
system. For the past nine years I have been a consulting 
ecologist. As well, I am presently a member of the 
Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada 
(COSEWIC) and am co-chair of the Vascular Plants Specialist 
Subcommittee. My wife and I have two children, and now 
four grandchildren, who we very much enjoy spending time 
with. Our yellow lab Roxy ensures that I get out for some 
exercise every day!

Del Meidinger has been a volunteer 
naturalist at Francis/King Regional Park 
nature centre since 2007.

Becky Jones is a Park Maintenance Worker    
on the Regional Trails and Gulf Islands. 
She’s been with the CRD since 2008.

Staff Profile

What do you most enjoy about working at the CRD? 
I enjoy working outside, encountering wildlife and seeing the 
physical results of the work I do on the trails and Gulf Islands!  
What is a favorite memory at Regional Parks?
One of my favorite memories was seeing transient orca 
whales swimming by while I was working at Brooks Point 
Regional Park on Pender Island. 
Tell us a bit about yourself. 
I grew up in the Cowichan Valley on Vancouver Island and 
have lived in Victoria on and off for the past 16 years. In that 
time I have also been travelling, working and living abroad.
I have a degree in Tourism & Recreation Management from 
Vancouver Island University and I am happy to be able to 
spend my days working outdoors. 
I spend a lot of my spare time sailing, kayaking and hiking 
around Vancouver Island. I also grow much of my own food 
as  part of a community gardening club. 

 

Volunteer Profile
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Future Funding Priorities Survey 
The regional park system has grown from just over 8,400 
hectares in 2000 to over 13,000 hectares in 2017. This 
growing park system helps protect the environment and 
biodiversity in the region, and provides residents with 
opportunities to connect with nature through outdoor 
recreation. Visitation to regional parks and trails has also 
grown, from 5.2 million in 2010 to 7.3 million in 2017, an 
increase of 40%. 

In 2018, the CRD has allocated a budget of $13.4 million 
for Regional Parks to protect natural environments and 
continue to offer safe and high quality outdoor recreation 
experiences to park visitors. Of this amount, $1.1 million 
is dedicated to develop and improve infrastructure within 
regional parks and trails. These funds, when possible, are 
supplemented by grants and contributions from other 
levels of government, which have averaged $1.7 million 
over the last 10 years. The overall budget includes the 
Land Acquisition Fund, a separate property tax dedicated 
to the acquisition of land for regional parks and trails, 
which generates $3.7 million yearly.

Increased visitation to parks and trails results in more 
impacts on facilities and the environment. Some major 
facilities also need to be repaired or replaced in the near 
future to ensure the safety and enjoyment of park visitors. 
If we are to protect the park environments and continue 
to offer high quality outdoor recreation experiences in 
an expanding park system, the current funding model 
for regional parks may not be sustainable in the future. 
Choices need to be made about how to spend the regional 
parks budget. 

We want to hear your views on future funding priorities. 
Click here to take the survey or visit www.crd.bc.ca/parks 
and follow the link. It is online until October 8, 2018. The 
results of this survey will be published in a public report to 
the Regional Parks Committee and CRD Board in 2019. 

E&N Rail Trail Construction Update
Construction on the E&N Trail continues in 2018, with two, 
1-km sections added, to result in a continuous 12 kilometres 
of regional trail - from Station Avenue and Jacklin Road in 
Langford to Esquimalt Road and Russell Street in Victoria.  

Construction includes the completion of the trail between 
Maplebank Road and Hallowell Road along the Esquimalt 
Nation lands, and development of the Atkins Avenue to 
Savory School section in Langford. The CRD is hosting an 
open house to highlight the design for the Atkins Avenue to 
Savory School section. Progress on the overall development 
of the trail to-date will also be illustrated. Watch for an email 
with the date and location.

New Washrooms at Elk/Beaver Lake
New washroom facilities are being built at the Filter Beds, 
Beaver Beach and Eagle Beach beginning this summer. The 
new washrooms will be plumbed with flush-toilets. Each will 
be fully accessible, with natural lighting through skylights 
and energy efficient LED lighting. With nearly 1.5 million 
visitors to the park annually, new washroom facilities are 
required to meet service demands and minimize impacts 
to the environment. Portable toilets will be on site for park 
visitors during construction.

https://www.crd.bc.ca/project/regional-parks-funding-priorities
https://www.crd.bc.ca/project/capital-projects/e-n-rail-trail

