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Biosolids 
  

 
The Honourable George Heyman 
Minister of Environment & Climate Change Strategy 
PO Box 9047, Stn Prov Gov Victoria, BC V8W 9E2 
Via email: ENV.Minister@gov.bc.ca  
 
 

Dear Minister Heyman: 
 
RE: LONG-TERM BIOSOLIDS MANAGEMENT PLAN AND REQUEST FOR MEETING 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Capital Regional District (CRD) Board regarding significant 
challenges with biosolids management in the capital region. The majority of the regional biosolids 
are generated at the CRD’s Residuals Treatment Facility located north of Hartland Landfill. This 
facility receives wastewater sludge from the McLoughlin Wastewater Treatment Plant 
(RE#108831) and generates approximately 10 tonnes of dried Class A biosolids per day. 
 
Between 2021 and 2024, the CRD was unable to consistently follow the CRD’s approved 
short-term (2021-2025) Biosolids Beneficial Use Strategy (Definitive Plan) to incinerate biosolids 
at the Lafarge cement plant. This was due to both planned shutdowns at the cement plant, and 
unplanned operational issues. In general, the CRD has required more than 300 days of 
contingency capacity per year, whereas the CRD’s approved contingency plan (engineered cover 
systems at Hartland Landfill) contemplated only 35 days of contingency annually. Due to the over-
reliance on the contingency plan, capacity to store and mix biosolids was exceeded in 2022, and 
CRD staff were forced to landfill biosolids contrary to direction in your letter to the CRD dated 
October 29, 2019 (attached).  
 
In an effort to minimize landfilling of biosolids, the CRD Board amended the regional ban on land 
application of CRD biosolids on February 8, 2023, to allow out of region, non-agricultural land 
application of biosolids as a short-term contingency alternative. This allowed the CRD to contract 
with a gravel extraction quarry in Cassidy, BC where a mix of biosolids and sand are currently 
being stored under cover, pending regulatory approval for mixing into biosolids growing medium 
for quarry reclamation. The quarry operator will ensure the biosolids are applied in accordance 
with the Organic Matter Recycling Regulation (OMRR) but are awaiting approval under the Mines 
Act before proceeding. This option was curtailed in early January due to limited storage capacity 
at the site. The quarry operator has advised that an additional storage area will be available for 
CRD biosolids by the end of March 2024.  
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The CRD is currently developing its long-term biosolids management plan. As directed by the 
Ministry, this includes analysis and public consultation on all available beneficial reuse options, 
including various thermal and land application scenarios. This plan is due to the Ministry by 
June 18, 2024, and is to be implemented by January 1, 2025. 

The CRD understands that the Ministry has been working on the modernization of OMRR, to 
ensure it remains protective of human health and the environment. Part of this work involved the 
establishment of a Technical Working Group (TWG), to collaboratively identify new scientific 
information on emerging contaminants of concern in biosolids. The CRD Board anticipates that 
the findings of the TWG report will help us make an informed decision on biosolids management. 
The report was initially anticipated in late 2023, but release is now expected in May 2024. Due to 
this delay, the Board passed the following motions at our March 12, 2024, meeting: 

MOTION ARISING: Given delays to provincial reporting on Organic Matter Recycling Regulation, 

and the Board’s previous direction to initiate an academic analysis, that the Board direct staff to 
move forward with a third-party academic review of the scientific literature on the uses and 

impacts of biosolids. 

MOTION ARISING: That the Board direct staff and the Chair to write to request a meeting with 
the Minister of Environment and Climate Change Strategy to discuss an extension on finalizing 

the CRD’s long-term biosolids management plan. 

The Board continues to receive correspondence and delegations from the public expressing their 
concern regarding the potential for human health and environmental impacts resulting from the 
presence of emerging contaminants of concern in biosolids. It is my hope that the TWG report or 
a third-party academic review would help address these concerns. It is the CRD’s intent that a 
CRD funded third-party academic review will complement, not duplicate, work already undertaken 
by the Ministry.  

To meet the June 18, 2024, deadline for submission of our biosolids long-term management plan, 
the CRD Board would be required to submit a long-term biosolids management plan before being 
able to consider the TWG report findings. As such, I request a meeting with you to discuss the 
CRD’s long-term biosolids management plan, including an extension of the submission deadline. 

Sincerely, 

Colin Plant 
Chair, Capital Regional District Board 

Attachment 

cc: CRD Board 
Ted Robbins, Chief Administrative Officer, CRD 






