Construction crew (ca 1908) built Harey Castle using marcrials brought by

water from Esquimalt Harbour. Cemrtery of RRU Archives.

1860-1900: Spring Vale sawmill established on Colwood (Cottonwood)

Creck. later became Belmont Tannery.

1900-1940: Coal baron and politician James Dunsmasir purchased 230ha : . £ o

on the lagoon, buil Hatky Castle and developed the Hatley Park formal : ; :

gardens. The grounds were maintained by more than 100 Chinese workers  [ESESS N o = - . Amdb&munﬂn!dhfq\dmklhrhwmlm ln&rlmfwrwmhilnarbymp!m
who lived in 2 camp onsite. s . 3T & T T : - the naval base. Fisgard Island became the site of the first lighthousc on Canada’s west coast in 1860, Josizh Gosse
1940-1995: Canadian government bought Hatley Park estate and 2 1% ] » g was appointed lightkeeper a1 Fisgard Lighthouse in 1909. Gosse had one of several farms that were established on
stablished a military wraining facility later known as Royal Roads Military * 8N Vi emtiet M the south end of Fsquimalt Lagoon. He rowed out cach night 1o rend rthe light.

College. About 6,000 caders graduated from the college during this period. 4 ey

1995-present: Royal Roads University established on lands leased from the

Depastment of National Defence.

built in 1906 by the Roval Garrison §

the 1970s. Courtery of Parks

By the mid-1800s the anchorage off Esquimale Lagoon was used by the Royal Navy and referred to as
Royal Roads. Coburg, Peninsula was used for many decades by the military as a firing range. Several small
summer Gabins were in usc along Coburg Peninsula by the 1920s. The Willson family lived in onc during
Woeld War 11, and recall she air force practicing bombing skills by dropping bags of flour on the lagoon
bridge. Local farmer Fred Buxton built the Dugout Pub and Café there in the 1930s. When the original
burned down, he builr a new onc. taken over by the Defence Department during WWI1.

Archacological cxcavations in this arca revealed
semi-subterrancan houses, hearth features and
many artifacts dating back thousands of years.

1n 1934 Emily Carr took her caravan “the ; L J 2 / ’ I o - - - - -

Elephant” on skerching rrips to Esquimale e s 3 ¢ s : 4 i = - Sl . 1 Densiled topographic map of the area produced by Royal Engineers in 1887, The Belmont Tannery @, rifle range @ and other early
Lagoon. Whilc camping heze she painted 4 e f ; - G 4 v features can be scen atound the lagoon. Cobusg Peninsula @ and Gotha Pr. @ were named for Queen Victoria's husband, Prince
Abose she Gravel Pit and. Lagvon at Albert Head. : i / 7 ) e L dud pees SR Cypury. Tekage 1 Albert of Saxc-Coburg and Goths. Courtrsy of Parks CanadatfFort Rodd Hill

Inage B-09610 couriesy of Reyal BC Mucscrem, 5 h . g ; Image I-32945 courtery of Repal BC Musewm. BC
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You can help protect Esquimalt Lagoon by:

& Staying on the designated paths and off the sensitive dune vegetation % Keeping your pet on a leash and picking up droppings ¢ Taking only photographs, leaving only footprints

Making a difference...together




