Fall 2020

Fall Newsletter

Welcome to the Fall 2020 CRHC newsletter. Let us know if there is anything you would like to see
included in the newsletters in future. Contact Kate Lambert klambert@crd.bc.ca 250 360 3376 with
suggestions.
Tell us your physically distanced Halloween ideas for entry in a draw for a $25 gift card. To enter, just
email or call Kate with your idea and we will draw a winner in time for the Winter Newsletter.

Fall to-dos in your place
Winter is coming and housing staff are getting ready for snow
and ice. We need your help to keep your homes safe and
secure.
If you have a hose and tap at your unit, please:
1. Disconnect the hose and drain the water from it
2. Once the gutter cleaning is done turn off the tap (see the
last pages for the gutter cleaning schedule)
3. If the shut-off is accessible to you - turn off
This is to stop the freezing weather causing bursts and leaks. If
you don't know what to do or where the shut-off is, contact
your caretaker.

Ask the staff;
Can I still pay rent with a credit card?
CRHC reception staff, Gail, tells me that we are no longer
accepting credit card payments for regular monthly rent.
We do still accept credit cards payments for:
Bank Service Charges
Maintenance Chargebacks
Move out Charges
Parking Payments
Water bill
Any questions? Ask us 250 388 6422 or email
at crdhousing@crd.bc.ca

Halloween guidance on the next page.

BC CDC Halloween

Celebrate less socially and trick-ortreat locally this Halloween!
• Skip Halloween parties this year
• Trick or treating in small groups
can be a safe and a fun activity
• Get creative in making space
when handing out treats
No matter how you celebrate Halloween this year…
1. Turn off your porch light and stay at home if you are sick or self-isolating.
2. Try including a non-medical mask or face covering as part of your costume.
Costume masks should not be worn over non-medical masks or face coverings as that may make
it difficult to breathe.
3. Wash your hands or use hand sanitizer often.
Skip Halloween parties this year
1. Leave the parties behind.
Indoor gatherings, big or small, put people at higher risk of getting COVID-19.
Celebrate with your favourite Halloween movie or other traditions that you can do with your
household or social group.
2. If you host or attend a small party, keep it within your social group (Stick to six).
You should know everyone who attends, no plus ones.
Follow our guidelines for safer celebrations.
Don’t pass around snacks, drinks, smokes, tokes, and vapes
Be more outside, than inside. Keep your space well-ventilated with windows open.
Avoid using props that can cause coughing, such as smoke machines.
Be careful with hand sanitizer and open flames - hand sanitizer is very flammable!
Trick-or-treating can be done safely by following these tips
1. Respect homes by staying away if the lights are out.
2. Keep to your local neighbourhood this year.
Avoid trick-or-treating in busy areas or indoors (in places like malls) since there may not be
enough space to distance. Indoor spaces may require a non-medical mask or face covering.
3. Trick-or-treat in a small social group, stick to six people.
Leave space between you and other groups to reduce crowding on stairs and sidewalks.
4. Wash your hands before you go out, when you get home, and before eating treats.
Keep hand sanitizer with you if eating treats on the go.
You don’t need to clean every treat. You should instead wash your hands after handling treats
and not touch your face.
Get creative handing out treats
1. Get creative!
Use tongs, a baking sheet or make a candy slide to give more space when handing out candy.
Plan to hand out individual treats instead of offering a shared bowl.
Only hand out sealed, pre-packaged treats.
2. Wear a non-medical mask that covers your nose and mouth when handing out treats.
3. Be more outside, than inside.
If you can, stand outside your door to hand out treats. Then kids won’t need to touch the
door or doorbell.
If you’re unable to sit outside to hand out treats, clean and disinfect doorbells and knobs,
handrails, and any other high touch surface often during the evening
4. If you are decorating, avoid props that can cause coughing, such as smoke machines.
5. Stick to the treats – not tricks.

Gutter cleaning

Leaves

For buildings that need service this year, work is
scheduled between October and December. Don't worry
we will remind you but the schedule is attached to this
newsletter. Please don't hang decorations until the work
has finished at your building. Thanks!

Leaves look pretty but can clog drains and cause water to
flood into places we don't want it, like your suite. Keep
your deck, balcony and patios free of leaves. Including
drains and scuppers. Let the caretaker know about
accumulated leaves in the parking lot.

Any questions, ask your caretaker.

Safety in complexes
The nights are getting longer and it gets dark earlier.
Daylight savings is Halloween night. Remember Spring
forward, Fall back for those clocks.
The shorter days mean drivers need to be even more
vigilant for safety when driving in complexes and parents
and caregivers need to make sure smaller children are
closely supervised. Dusk is particularly risky for visibilty.

Halloween in Europe
Instead of pumpkins, Scottish children carve turnips
or rutabagas. Much harder work!
Welsh children play Twco Fale - bobbing for apples in a
pail of water.
In Ireland Colcannon is traditionally served; mashed
potato, kale or cabbage, and lots of butter.

Snow removal
If it snows, Caretakers at each site will apply ice melt to common pathways and stairs as needed and will use snow
blowers located at various sites throughout the Capital Region. If you are using your own rock salt or sand for your
entry areas please make sure to wipe off your shoes to minimize damage to linoleum in your unit. If there is a lot of
snow, a contractor will apply sand and salt to driveways and clear steep driveways and larger areas.
Unfortunately, we do not have enough staff resources to clear walkways, stairs and porches for individual units. We will
have additional snow shovels on many sites for use by tenants. After we have addressed the main areas, we will give
priority to assisting residents who are physically unable to clear their own sidewalks.
- Winston Churchill

We will be monitoring the conditions on our sites on a regular basis and will use all the resources we have to make our
sites as safe as possible. If you see a problem - let us know.

Gutter cleaning
October 26 - October 30 Cairns Park, Heron Cove, Tillicum, Arbutus View, Heathers, Leblond Place
November 2 - November 6 Village On The Green, James Yates Gardens, Brock Place, Millstream Ridge, Springtide,
Campus View
November 9- November 13 Firgrove, The Brambles, The Hamlet, The Birches
November 16 - November 20 Parkview, Royal Oak Sq., Rotary House, Oakwinds, Amberlea, Kings Place, Hayward
Heights
November 23 - November 27 Castanea Place, Olympic View, Viewmont Gardens, Swanlea, Greenlea, Terraces,
Camosun Place
November 30 - December 4 Michigan Square, Carillon Place, Pinehurst, Harbour Lane, Cloverhurst, Grey Oak Sq.
December 7 - December 11 Willowdene, Rosewood, Carey Lane, Westview, Vergo, Creekside, Portage Place,
Colquitz Green, Beechwood, Gladstone.

Listen. .
With faint dry sound,
Like steps of passing ghosts,
The leaves, frost-crisp'd, break from the trees
And fall.
November Night by Adelaide Crapsey

HAVE A GREAT FALL!
Be kind. Be calm. Be safe.

