
 
 
Minutes of a Meeting of the Southern Gulf Islands Harbours Commission 
Held May 27, 2016 at the Saanich Peninsula Health Unit, Mt. Newton X Road,  
Victoria, BC
 
PRESENT: Commission: B. Mabberley, Galiano Island; C Bunnin, Mayne Is; B. Young, Piers 

Is.; R. Fenton, S. Pender Island; D. Hargreaves, N. Pender Island;  
D. Howe, Regional Director 
Staff: Ted Robbins, General Manager, Integrated Water Services;; Ian Sander, 
Capital Projects Manager; Peggy Dayton, Sr. Financial Analyst; M. Brown 
(recorder); Al Cannon 

ABSENT:   L. Peck, Saturna Island; Dan Robson, Manager, Saanich Peninsula and Gulf 
Islands Operations 

PUBLIC: 4 
 
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 am. B. Maberley, Chair. 
 
1. Approval of Agenda 

MOVED by Robert Hargreaves, SECONDED by Carl Bunnin, 
that the agenda be approved with the following changes: Change Item 9 to read New 
Business and include the following: a) discussion on BC Ferries; b) ladders; c) dinghy 
dock at Miners Bay; and d) information on response to qualification call. 

 CARRIED 
2. Adoption of Minutes 

MOVED by Carl Bunnin SECONDED by Dave Hargreaves 
that the minutes of the April 22, 2016 meeting be adopted as amended. Item 14, North 
Pender. Change last sentence to read “Someone tripped over wooden blocks and the 
problem was solved with a yellow bollard.” CARRIED 

 
3. Chair’s Remarks - The Chair welcomed everyone. 

Ben reported on his attendance at an oil spill response workshop held in anticipation of 
oil pipeline approvals and increased shipping in the area. Discussion ensued on the 
SGIHC being included in the talks for the development of these plans. 

 
4. Presentations/Delegations 

Mr. T Snelgrove –  re Mayne Island docks 
Copies of his presentation were handed out to the commissioners. Mr. Snelgrove 
reviewed his report noting his concerns for basic repairs and maintenance, lack of 
community leadership and community concerns regarding the Miners Bay and Horton 
Bay docks. 

Commission members discussed the presentation and explained the changes 
underway with the maintenance process of keeping CRD docks repaired through 
budgeted and scheduled work plans and an approved procurement process. It was 
noted that Al Cannon is the dock co-ordinator for the SGIHC dock facilities. Carl Bunnin 
reviewed his Mayne Island public consultations and articles.  
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5. 2016 Capital Improvements Update 

Ian Sander reviewed the RFP project schedule and also noted that the December 18 
report is on the CRD’s SGIHC web page. Tender packages have to be out between 
July and August. Work will be co-ordinated with DFO.  

Ted Robbins reported on the response to the qualification call and stated that three 
responses met the minimum CRD requirements. 

6. Operating Budget Update 
Commissioners reviewed the R&E summary provided and noted the addition of the 
percentage remaining column. An additional request for information on assets and 
liabilities was made. 

7. Lyall Harbour Dock Divestiture 
Ben Maberley reported that the Lyall Harbour Dock divestiture has been turned over to 
Public Works and, further, that core and non-core docks are being reviewed. Non-core 
docks will be entered into the divestiture program. 

Discussion ensued on the potential to use the Pender Island CBSA dock during the off 
season. A review of past efforts in this regard was given. 

MOVED by Robert Fenton, SECONDED by Dave Hargreaves that the SGIHC 
authorizes CRD staff to work with the commission to give support to obtaining some 
rights for use of the CBSA dock on South Pender Island and authorizes Director Howe 
to take any necessary steps in this regard. CARRIED 

8. Dock Reports  

A copy of Al Cannon’s March 8, 2016 dock report was included in the agenda package. 

Galiano Island – Al stated that a derelict drum had been removed, some painting done 
but no approval received for flotation problem at the airplane float 

Saturna Island – No structural problems. Kayak float is finished and is physically 
attached to the float although the intent was for it to be a moored vessel. Wharfinger 
requested non-skid on gangway. 

Mayne Island – Al noted that the bedding for the gangway mooring needs to be done 
as well as some painting at Miners Bay. Horton Bay has not received any authorization. 
Carl noted that one of the anchors had dragged and divers had tightened up the 
chains. 

Discussion ensued on removal of the fuel tanks and Ted offered to investigate to see if 
someone is responsible or if there is a Statute of Limitations in the agreement. 

Al reported that $8,000 for work at Miners Bay had been approved and will be done by 
Island Marine.  

North Pender – Problem with gangway roller bearings. Sliding aprons have been 
approved. Problem with deck boards curling upward. C float is in bad shape. The 
problem of dock access was discussed and a legal easement was considered critical. 
Ted agreed to follow up on this item as to whether or not a legal public access was 

IWSS-928280410-4793 



Southern Gulf Islands Harbours Commission Minutes 
May 27, 2016  3 
 
 

granted. It was noted that the water lease and dock are out of alignment and Ted 
agreed to follow up on this item. 

South Pender – Nothing to report 

Port Washington – One of the chains may be dragging as one of the floats is out by 20 
degrees. Gangway mesh needs replacing. Notice boards are starting to rot. 

Hope Bay crane – Does the commission want to spend money to fix it?  It was noted 
that all crane operators need to be certified. Commission members noted it would be 
an asset to have an operator on the island. Ted stated that Peter could attend a CRD 
operators course. Al agreed to obtain an assessment of the cost to fix the crane. 

Piers Island Swartz Bay – Al reported receiving a quote from Mike re pressure washing 
and replacing of deck board as well as renailing decking at Swartz Bay. Strips around 
the pilings need replacing.  

Swartz Bay loading zone painted. Bearings are gone on the gangway and floats need 
pressure washing. Discussion ensued on the BC Ambulance Service requests and it 
was agreed that Dan and Al talk to them regarding cost sharing. Commission members 
agreed that they provide an essential service for the islands. 

9. New Business 

a) BC Ferries –Commission members discussed the possibility of collecting a toll on 
commercial vehicles using the ferries to raise funds to remediate damage done by ferry 
wash to SGI dock facilities. Further discussion noted previous appeals to BC Ferries to 
reduce wash. Damage by wash to the foreshore was also noted. 

MOVED by Robert Fenton, SECONDED by Director Howe that the Commission and 
CRD prepare a formal presentation to advise that we are having this discussion and 
request as soon as possible that funding be made available or changes made in 
behavior to protect the SGIHC dock facilities in Active Pass. CARRIED 

b) Ladders – Ben reviewed work done by Small Craft Harbours and WCB re development 
of ladders. Ian agreed to speak to Dan re the status of this issue. 

c) Miners Bay dinghy dock – Ian Dow stated that they are requesting 30 ft of dock. 
Commission members discussed the problems and their concern about adding to that 
facility. Carl agreed to obtain a price for the dock. 

d) Response to qualification call – dealt with in item #5. 

10. Adjournment  

MOVED by Director Howe, SECONDED by Dave Hargreaves,  
that the meeting be adjourned at 11:50 am. CARRIED 
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