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REPORT TO THE PLANNING, TRANSPORTATION AND PROTECTIVE SERVICES COMMITTEE

MEETING OF WEDNESDAY JULY 25, 2012


SUBJECT Trail link extension opportunity through the Centre for Plant Health


ISSUE


The CRD was requested to take action on preserving the rail right-of-way which transects the 

Centre for Plant Health, located in the District of North Saanich. (Resolutions from District of 

Saanich and the Town of Sidney, and follow-up letters from CRD Parks attached as Appendix 

A). 


BACKGROUND


The rail right-of-way is located within or adjacent to the Centre for Plant Health property, located 

in the District of North Saanich at 8801 East Saanich Road. (See Appendix B) In April, 2012, the 

Federal government announced the pending, permanent closure of this facility.


The  66 foot right-of-way was established in 1910 as a statutory or “absolute” title in favour of 

the Electric Rail Co. The current owner of this right-of-way is the Southern Railway of British 

Columbia (SRY).


The conceptual alignment through the property was identified in the Pedestrian and Cycling 

Masterplan (PCMP) for the opportunity it provides in establishing a critical link in the Primary 

Inter-Community (PIC) bikeway (Appendix C). The PIC is a 775 km. bikeway network which 

spans the entire region.  The component parts of the network are made up of local networks 

that were identified as regionally significant corridors for cycling. As a local network, the section 

of the PIC bikeway identified by the respective councils in their resolutions, is also known as the 

Inter-urban Rail Trail (Appendix D) The Council resolutions refer to the need to complete an 

important extension to the Interurban Rail Trail.  From the PCMP’s perspective, the extension is 

a critical link in the PIC bikeway.


REQUESTED ACTION:


The pending sale of this property presents an opportunity to explore the feasibility of securing 

the rail right-of-way and/or portions of the Centre of Plant Health property to establish a

preferred corridor for the PIC bikeway (as well as serving to extend the Interurban Rail Trail)

from Aldous Terrace to the McTavish Interchange and ultimately a connection to the Lochside 

Regional Trail.  The respective parties of the property and the rail right-of-way should be 

advised of the CRD’s interest in securing the corridor. 



Planning, Transportation and Protective Services Committee –July 25, 2012

Trail link extension opportunity through the Centre of Plant Health 2


RECOMMENDATION


That the Planning, Transportation and Protective Services committee direct staff to write a letter 

to the Southern Railway of British Columbia and the Federal government to express interest in 

securing a trail right-of-way through or adjacent to, the lands of the Centre for Plant Health.


__________________________ ___________________________________


Sue Hallatt, MCIP Margaret Misek-Evans, MCIP

Research Planner  Senior Manager

Regional and Strategic Planning Regional and Strategic Planning


Concurrence


___________________________________

Robert Lapham, MCIP

General Manager

Planning and Protective Services

Concurrence


Attachments: 4



APPENDIX A


Resolutions



APPENDIX B


Centre for Plant Health Property


Map source:  CRD Community Atlas



Inset A:  PCMP Map 7 – Recommended Facilities, 

Peninsula


Proposed “conceptual 

alignment” through 

Centre for Plant Health 

property/ or existing rail 

right-of-way.


APPENDIX C


PCMP Primary Inter-community (PIC) Bikeway


The PCMP identified the need for the link (see inset A) because it addresses a key grade issue 

and makes a couple of important connections.  A close-up of the conceptual alignment is 

described in inset B.  


1. Steep Hill, Challenging Navigation. Currently, the only east-west connection to the Lochside 

regional trail is along Amity Drive which 

is extremely steep and poses a notable 

barrier to most cyclists and pedestrians.  

By establishing a route that extends 

along Aldous Terrace (which is the 

extension of Wallace Drive) avoiding 

Amity Drive and continuing through 

along the o the Centre for Plant Health 

property and ultimately to the adjoining 

CRD Water Treatment site, the grade 

follows an old rail bed and is therefore 

very navigable for active transport.  


2. Mobility Hub Connection. The 

identified alignment through the Centre 

for Plant Health through to Bazan Bay 

Road provides an excellent connector 

to the McTavish Interchange which 

serves to connect several modes of 

transportation to the CRD’s 

transportation gateways (airport and 

ferries) by way of a transit exchange, a 

park and ride lot, secure bike lock-up, 

taxi stand and a bicycle and pedestrian 

overpass providing a safe connection 

to the Lochside Regional Trail. 


3. Link to parkland. The identified alignment through the Centre for Plant Health also 

considers a connection to the District of North Saanich’s Dominion Brook park.   


In addition to the above described benefits of establishing a link between Aldous Terrace and 

the McTavish Interchange, the alignment through the Centre for Plant Health represents an 

ideal demonstration project to install a hedgerow. Hedgerows refer to a narrow planting strip 

that grow along field borders and fence lines to support a number of social and environmental 

functions such as enhanced habitat for wildlife and beneficial insects, plant species diversity, 

reduction in soil erosion, water conservation, wind management, and many other benefits.  The 

Province (Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry of Environment) is actively promoting the re-

introduction of traditional hedgerows into modern farming practices.  With increasing pressure 

on farmland to provide access and right of way for pedestrians and cyclists  the hedgerow 

concept is an ideal multi-functional approach to achieving common goals. 



APPENDIX C continued


Inset B:  Conceptual Alignment of Proposed Link    


Note – this alignment expresses the desire line and does not necessarily follow the rail right-of-way.



APPENDIX D


Inter-urban Rail Trail 


The Inter-urban Rail Trail spans three municipalities, beginning at  Lochside Drive and travels 

up  Amity Drive, along Aldous Terrace and follows Wallace Drive for just over 15 km to 

terminate at West Saanich Road. 


Map source: www.bikely.com

http://www.bikely.com

