
East Sooke Fire Protection and Emergency Response 
Service Commission 
     
1397 Coppermine Road,  East Sooke BC, V9Z1B2;  250 642-4411 
esvfd@shaw.ca 

 

MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE MEETING 

HELD MONDAY, JUNE 18, 2012 

 

Present: Dick Braunschweig, Chair; John Corsiglia; Rick Lambert; George May; Chris 
Statham and Lucille Barfield, Secretary 

 
Fire Dept.: Roger Beck, Fire Chief and Dave Bigelow, Deputy Chief  
 
Absent: Brian White 
 
Public:   2 
 
Dick called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 
 
1.  ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
 
 Moved by John Corsiglia, Seconded by Rick Lambert, that the agenda be adopted 

with the following additions under item 4, Business Arising from the Minutes: 
a) Signing authority for the Imprest account 
b) Thermostats in the hall 
c) Mt. Matheson water bill 

           CARRIED 
 
2.  ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF MAY 28, 2012 
 
 Moved by Chris Statham, Seconded by George May, that the minutes of the May 

28, 2012 meeting be adopted. 
           CARRIED 
 
3.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ON AGENDA ITEMS 
 
Valerie Braunschweig reported that she spoke to Charlotte Senay of the Rural Observer, 
who suggested an article on the new fire hall be submitted for the next edition.  An East 
Sooke calendar is in the Observer so information on open houses, etc. can go there.  Next 
edition will be out the end of June or early July; the cut-off date for the September issue 
would be early August.  Valerie will forward these deadlines to John. 
John suggested contacting Charlotte to see if an article can be submitted for the next 
edition; it was felt they will accommodate such an article.   
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4.  BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
 
a) Signing Authority – Dick said that previously all commissioners had signing authority. 
After discussion it was 
 

Moved by John Corsiglia, Seconded by George May, that Dick Braunschweig, Rick 
Lambert and Chris Statham be signing authorities on the Imprest bank account. 
          CARRIED 

 
Valerie provided an update on the Imprest account from Peggy Dayton: it will be replenished 
by the CRD upon receipt of paid invoices with the budget line item indicated; a balance of 
$3,000 should be maintained in the account; the CRD reconciles the account and will order 
more cheques as required.  The signing authority form is to be returned to Peggy Dayton. 
 
b) Thermostat in the hall – George said it is fine. 
 
c) Mt. Matheson water bill – Valerie said she talked with Peggy Dayton and it was found 
that $833 should have been charged to Wilderness Water – it will be transferred from E. 
Sooke’s account.  Valerie will check that no other incorrect charges have occurred.   
 
5.  REPORTS 
 
(a) Chair’s Report – Dick said he received an email from Malcolm Cowley, CRD, saying they 
had received proposals from 3 of the short-listed firms.  When they have been evaluated by 
the Commission and the CRD the financial information envelope will be opened and the 
evaluation completed. 
 
 Moved by George May, Seconded by Chris Statham, that the Chair’s report be 

accepted as presented. 
           CARRIED 
 
(b) Fire Chief’s Report – Roger Beck 
 

A  Incidents. 

We have had 4 call outs since my last report:  1 Duty page informing us of an interruption of 

water services on Mt Matheson; 1 Single vehicle roll over MVI at Anderson cove; 1 Medical 

first response call for a lower GI bleed, and 1 brush fire that extended underground. This fire 

was initiated by the home owner to burn yard waste but was spreading underground towards 

some very thick and dry yard trimmings and duff. The property owner was unsure about how 

to go about getting the fire department involved when the situation didn’t seem to fit his 

definition of an emergency. By calling the hall he got hold of Valerie who passed the call 

along to Deputy Chief Bigelow. Dave investigated the fire and then had a general page sent 

out. This call is a good example of how to go about preventing an emergency situation from 

arising and shows the value of the old adage “When in doubt, call us out!” 

 

 B   Roll Call. 

 We currently have 22 fire fighters: 6 new recruits (Fire fighters are considered new recruits 

until they have earned their pager); 1 administrative assistant, and 15 regular firefighters. 
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C   Training. 

Thursday training has been attended by an average of 14 personnel, and Saturday training 

was attended by 8 personnel. 

Training has included: 

a/ Thursday training focused on forestry fire fighting techniques and wild land fire fighting. 

b/ First responder training focused on using the KED extrication device and the Sager splint. 

These are two new pieces of gear that we have acquired and are now able to have in use on 

the vehicles. 

c/ A Hazmat Awareness course which Deputy chief Bigelow held at our hall, training 12 

firefighters. 

d/ Red Cross first responder re-certification training, which is at the written and practical 

testing phase. 

 

D  Business. 

1. I attended the FCABC conference from Friday the 2
nd

 of June until Thursday the 7
th

 of 

June. The conference afforded me the opportunity to take part in 9 hours a day worth of 

intensive training in the art and practice of leading a fire department. There were also 

tremendous opportunities to network with the various chiefs from around the province. It 

was, as usual, an honour to be in the presence of such an amazing pool of knowledge and 

experience. The trade show afforded Deputy Chief Bigelow (who came over to Richmond to 

take part in the trade show) and I an opportunity to see, try out and learn about the cutting 

edge technologies and equipment available to the fire service. Of greatest value was the 

chance to inspect the various manufacturers’ equipment and trucks side by side. This made it 

very easy to see what was most suitable for our department when it comes time to purchase 

replacement equipment and vehicles. 

 

2. The two new departmental P-cards for the Deputy Chief and Training officer have been 

activated. They are now able to make purchases for the department not to exceed $500.00 per 

month. Purchases must be cleared with the Chief prior to being made.  

 

3. Due to rodent damage our medical first response truck 764, which is stored outside of the 

hall, was unable to start. Fortunately this was discovered during a training session and there 

was no overt negative effect to life safety. Repairs have been carried out but we expect 

further damage to be caused by pests until we have a facility to store all of our vehicles 

indoors. 
  
 Moved by Brian White, Seconded by George May, that the Fire Chief’s report be 

accepted as presented. 
           CARRIED 
 
(c) Finance Report - Chris Statham 
 
Peggy Dayton will transfer $400 from the Appreciation Dinner budget to Contract Services. 
 
Chris queried the increase for water costs from $270 in February to $403 currently.  He was 
told that excessive water usage had been noticed on the bill so Roger did repairs on several 
faulty toilets in the hall.  Roger said that the fire fighters are using more water for showers 
and laundry following information about cancer-causing contaminants. 
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Chris noted that Operating Supplies is nearing its limit; all else is on track.  
 
 Moved by Rick Lambert, Seconded by John Corsiglia, that the financial report be 

accepted as presented. 
          CARRIED 
 
(d) Communications – John reported that he and Brian White reviewed data and forwarded 
it by flash drive to Dion for the website.  They will review the website when Brian is back.  It 
is an information-oriented site and will allow elements to be added.  Dion is doing a program 
that will allow large documents, videos, etc. to go on the site.  There will be a place for 
public comments, and it will be easily accessed without too much memory usage.  We 
should have the beginnings of a functional website soon.  An update will be provided at the 
next Commission meeting. 
 
 Moved by George May, Seconded by Rick Lambert, that the Communications report 

be accepted as presented. 
           CARRIED 
 
(e) Building Report – George was given the current proposals to review.  Dick said he spoke 
with a person who had employed one of the proponents and they had expressed some 
concerns with the construction so had to have an overseer of the contractors.   
Further comments included: 

 proposals should be researched on the internet, talking, etc., and we need to ensure that 
all information that comes up is shared and discussed; 

 HCMA is doing View Royal fire hall so they may be too busy to do ours; 

 We should get an opinion from View Royal; 

 Prefab buildings would avoid some of these construction problems; 

 DNA did Parksville fire hall; they were very happy with it.  
 
 Moved by Chris Statham, Seconded by George May that the Building report be 

accepted as presented. 
           CARRIED 
 
(f) Policy / HR – nil 
 
6.  OLD BUSINESS  
 
The suggestion to ask the CRD to consider putting a note on Building Permits re old 
buildings that could be burned for fire practice was queried, and Roger said that the CRD 
have specific requirements for these forms so cannot accommodate our request.  He noted 
that the Sooke Building Inspector does ask applicants about this. 
 
7.  NEW BUSINESS - Nil. 
 
8.  Meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m. on a motion by Chris Statham/ George May. 
 
Next meeting: Monday, July 16, 2012 at 7 p.m. 
 


