
East Sooke Fire Protection and Emergency Response 
Service Commission 
     
1397 Coppermine Road,  East Sooke BC, V9Z1B2;  250 642-4411 
esvfd@shaw.ca 

 

MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE MEETING 

HELD MONDAY, APRIL 16, 2012 
 
 

Present: Dick Braunschweig, Chair; George May; Chris Statham; Brian White and 
Lucille Barfield, Secretary 

 
Absent: John Corsiglia; Rick Lambert 
 
Fire Dept.: Roger Beck, Fire Chief and Dave Bigelow, Deputy Chief  
 
Public:   4 
 
Dick called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 
 
 
1. ADOPTION OF AGENDA  
 
 Moved by George May, Seconded by Chris Statham, that the agenda be adopted 

as presented. 

  CARRIED 
 
2.  ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF MARCH 19, 2012 
 
 Moved by Brian White, Seconded by Chris Statham, that the minutes of the March 

19, 2012 meeting be adopted.   
 CARRIED 

 
3. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ON AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 Kevin Hurst reported that he and Dave Bigelow have been researching building 

plans for a training facility.  Covering expenses for proposed visits to other facilities 
was discussed and Chris agreed they would be covered – about $40 for gas and 
meals plus ferry fares for trips to the Mainland.   

 
 Dave said he has a basic plan of a 3.5-storey Canadian made building, $116,000 

installed.  Dick asked that the plan be shown to Roger and to Chris.  After more 
discussion it was noted that the first step is the fire hall and secondly the training 
facility; a new truck is also a priority. 

 
Valerie Braunschweig said she met with Mike Hicks to discuss the future of the 
current hall.  She distributed copies of her letter of April 1, 2012 to Director Hicks 
proposing the establishment of the East Sooke Community Hall and Recreation 
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Centre.  She gave copies of the revised draft brochure, “East Sooke – Why a new 
Fire Hall?” to Brian.   

 
4. BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES  - Nil. 
 
5. REPORTS  
 
(a) Chair’s Report – Dick read a copy of the letter that went to the Broadbents. 
  
 - An email from Malcolm Cowley, CRD, said that per the Local Government Act we 

are not eligible for an alternate approval process, so a full referendum will be 
required.  

  
 - The progress report of March 19th has been canvassed among the commissioners 

and considered approved by them.  Dick cautioned that the deadline dates in the 
report be met to ensure that the referendum date is on schedule.   

 
- Malcolm Cowley emailed a copy of the Call for Credentials that has been issued 
with a closing date of April 23rd.  Malcolm has asked to be included in all information 
regarding the pamphlets and website. 

 
Moved by George May, Seconded by Chris Statham, that the Chair’s report 
be accepted as presented.  
 CARRIED 
 

(b) Fire Chief’s Report – Roger Beck 
 

A Incidents. 
We have had 4 call outs since my last report: 1 call to provide assistance to another 
authority in recovering a body; 1 residential alarm for smoke in a kitchen, and 2 Medical 
first response calls - 1 suicide and 1 collapse. 
 

B Roll Call. 
We currently have 22 fire fighters:  4 new recruits, 1 administrative assistant and 17 
regular firefighters. 
 

C Training. 
Thursday training has been attended by an average of 13 personnel.  Saturday training 
was attended by an average of 5 personnel.  Training has included training and testing in 
the IFSTA modules that focus on MVIs and Automobile extrication, and first responder 
training focusing on injuries incurred in an MVI. 
 
D Business. 
There has been an issue with the pumping station that provides water to the hydrant on 
Raglan place. The Deputy Chief has had some conversations with the engineer in charge 
of the water system and had been informed in a roundabout way that the fire 
department is responsible for the problem. I have had some e-mails and discussion with 
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CRD water and have seen some degree of progress is being made. I hope the problem 
has been resolved but will keep the Commission informed if there are further issues. 
 

Moved by Brian White, Seconded by George May, that the Fire Chief’s 
Report be accepted as presented.  
 CARRIED 
 

(c)  Finance Report - Chris Statham 
  

The CRD has approved our 2012 budget. Re. new equipment: over the course of 
2012, a total of $84,000 will be transferred to the replacement fund. The $1,800 
Contract for Services was queried and Roger said it was for repairs to the gutter 
system; it would normally be under Building Maintenance but since some of it was 
covered under CRD insurance, it was issued as two separate invoices. 

 
Moved by Chris Statham, Seconded by George May, that the financial report 
be accepted as presented.   
 CARRIED 

 
(d) Communications – Brian distributed the revised draft brochure and it was felt more 

revisions were needed before it would be mailed out.  He handed out copies of a 
sample web page which would be suitable for us, and he repeated that these must 
have CRD approval.  He will have Dion prepare a draft web page layout.  Dick said 
both the pamphlet and the draft web page will be presented to the CRD next month.  
Distribution of the pamphlet was suggested by a) using the Sooke News Mirror paper 
boxes, b) junk mail in with regular mail, or c) regular mail; an East Sooke mailing list 
has been requested from the CRD.  Valerie suggested they be included with property 
tax notices in June, which Director Hicks supported.  Brian was directed to contact 
Director Hicks to discuss this, with a follow up letter. 

 
 Marketing of information was discussed, eg. bumper stickers and it was suggested 

that Mr. Falk Wagenbach, who attended the meeting, be involved, given his past 
experience. 

 
Moved by Brian White, Seconded by Chris Statham, that a Marketing 
Committee be struck, spearheaded by Brian.   
 CARRIED 

  
Moved by Chris Statham, Seconded by George May, that the 
Communications report be accepted as presented.   
 CARRIED 

 
(e) Building Report – George distributed a set of drawings – site plan, building plan, floor 

layouts, washroom layouts, and hose training tower details.  He explained them in 
detail.  One set will be forwarded to Malcolm Cowley.  It was suggested that 
“Training Tower” be referred to as just “Hose Tower”.  George was thanked for his 
work and it was noted that this is just a draft of our needs, that the CRD architects 
will finalize building plans. 
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Moved by Chris Statham, Seconded by Brian White, that the Building report 
be accepted as presented.   
 CARRIED 

 
(f) Policy / HR – The March 24th appreciation dinner was held; Valerie noted that it went 

over budget by about $190.  
 
 
6.  OLD BUSINESS  - Roger is still waiting to hear from the locksmith after they sent the 

wrong system for the front door.  He will follow up with him. 
 
 
7.  NEW BUSINESS  - Nil. 

 
 
8. Meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m. on a motion by Brian White/Chris Statham.  
 
 
Next meeting: Monday, May 28, 2012 at 7 p.m.  
 


