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• Hosted a bioengineering course (use of live vegetation to stabilize banks) for municipal staff and 
community members 

 
Goal 3: Improve and Expand Public Areas, Natural Areas and Biodiversity in the Watershed 
 
• Restored, stabilized and replanted the banks along 45 metres of Bowker Creek, in conjunction with 

the Bowker northeast trunk sewer upgrade project (restoration costs of project were $70,000) 
• Conducted riparian planting and invasive species removal programs along Bowker Creek with local 

schools (St Michaels University School, St Patrick’s Elementary School, Oak Bay High School) 
• Provided professional guidance to other groups doing restoration work on Bowker Creek 
• Established a Greenways subcommittee to coordinate BCI input in preparation for municipal 

greenways planning processes 
 
Goal 4: Achieve and Maintain Acceptable Water Quality in the Watershed 
 
• Continued to monitor water quality in Bowker Creek 
• Coordinated review of development proposals among BCI members and compiled responses 
 
Funding 
 
The BCI has been very successful in obtaining project funds.  A summary of 2004 to 2006 funding is 
shown in Appendix B.  Project funds in excess of $250,000 have been obtained or applied for from 
external organizations ($150,920) and from the BCI partners ($109,000).  The District of Saanich, City of 
Victoria and District of Oak Bay jointly fund a coordinator position ($156,377 for three years).  It is 
projected that, from 2004 to 2006, the coordinator will obtain $1.65 in project funding for every $1 spent 
on the coordinator position. 
 
ALTERNATIVES 
 
1. The CRD continues to support the BCI and encourages partner municipalities to do the same.  This 

will result in the continued success of the BCI and additional external funds to improve the 
watershed. 

 
2. The CRD does not continue to support the BCI or encourage partner municipalities to do the same.  

This would likely result in the failure of the initiative, a reversal of many of the accomplishments of 
the past two years, loss of grant monies secured for projects (i.e., MDP funding) and continued 
degradation of the watershed. 

 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no financial implications. 
 
SUMMARY/CONCLUSIONS 
 
In 2005, the BCI made significant progress in improving the Bowker Creek watershed.  The momentum of 
this initiative continues to build, and the steering committee is committed to short- and long-term actions 
that are critical to the successful achievement of the goals of the BCI.  In 2006, the BCI will focus on 
completing the MDP, providing input into municipal greenways planning processes and obtaining external 
project funding. 
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The early successes of the BCI are due to the fundraising efforts and support provided by the watershed 
plan implementation coordinator position and the coordination provided by the BCI steering committee.  
The long-term vision and cooperation of the CRD, District of Saanich, City of Victoria and District of Oak 
Bay to establish and fund the coordinator position and support the BCI steering committee is critical to the 
continued success of this watershed-based initiative. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
That the Core Area Liquid Waste Management committee recommend that: 
 
1. the Bowker Creek Urban Watershed Renewal Initiative 2005 Annual Report be received for 

information; 
 
2. the Bowker Creek Urban Watershed Renewal Initiative (BCI) continue to be supported; and 
 
3. municipal partners be encouraged to continue their support for the BCI. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
Laura Taylor, M.Sc. Dwayne Kalynchuk, PEng 
Manager, Scientific Programs General Manager, Environmental Services 
 Concurrence 
 
 
 
COMMENTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JW:bc 
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APPENDIX B 
 
 

HDM\#134206\v8 

2004 TO 2006 FUNDING FOR THE BOWKER CREEK URBAN WATERSHED RENEWAL INITIATIVE 
 

FUNDING SOURCE 2004 
Funding 

2005 
Funding 

2006 
Projected 
Funding 

Total Funding 
for 3 Year Pilot 

Project 
% of 

Funds 

WATERSHED PLAN 
IMPLEMENTATION COORDINATOR  
District of Saanich $29,500 $30,993 $31,768 

City of Victoria $11,500 $12,083 $12,385 

District of Oak Bay $  9,000 $  9,456 $  9,692 

Total Coordinator Funds $50,000 $52,532 $53,845 $156,377 38%

PROJECT FUNDING 

District of Saanich  $  2,000 $   5,000  

City of Victoria $   5,000  

Capital Regional District $  7,000 $ 80,000 $10,000 

Total Partner Project Contributions $  9,000 $ 90,000 $10,000 $109,000 26%

External Funds  

MCAWS (CRD and three municipalities) $40,000  

Federation of Canadian Municipalities $70,000* 

Georgia Basin Action Plan $  7,500 $  6,500 $15,000 

Provincial Capital Commission $  3,420  

Coast Capital Savings $  2,000  

University of Victoria $  3,000  

Oak Bay High Visions Environmental 
Club $  1,000 $  1,000  

Evergreen Unilever Fund $ 1,500* 

Total External Funds $16,920 $ 47,500 $86,500 $150,920 36%

Total Project Funds $25,920 $137,500 $96,500 $259,920 62%

TOTAL FUNDS $75,920 $190,032 $150,345 $416,297 100%

Notes: 
*Funding has been applied for but not yet confirmed 




