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CRD Staff Concerns 
 
Staff are supportive of the intent of the project but have some concerns that need to be addressed.  
These concerns include: 
 
• environmental impact of the discharge 
• application of the Regional Source Control program (RSCP) to Dockside Green 
• safeguards to ensure that malfunctions of the treatment system are detected and the discharge of 

poor quality effluent is prevented 
• liability of the CRD for the performance of the party named in the operational certificate as the owner 

of the treatment and disposal system 
• Dockside Green’s plans for sludge handling and disposal or beneficial use 
 
The environmental impact of the discharge will be determined by the environmental impact assessment.  
Dockside Green will carry out an environmental impact assessment, which CRD staff will review when it is 
available.  
 
Staff have identified a need for the RSCP to apply within the project area, in order to ensure that the 
harbour environment is protected and to ensure that uniform standards are applied throughout the region.  
Dockside Green representatives have indicated a willingness to cooperate with the CRD in this regard.  
Staff are currently investigating the legal authority that is available to apply the RSCP to Dockside Green 
and to recover funds to pay for source control. 
 
The issue of safeguards to ensure adequate treatment of the discharge to the water feature will be 
addressed as part of the discussions with the developer about the operational certificate.  Solutions could 
include systems incorporated into the design of the plant and appropriate monitoring and alarm systems. 
 
Legal assistance will be obtained to address the issue of CRD liability for the performance of the owner of 
the treatment and disposal system.  Preliminary legal advice and information from the Ministry of 
Environment indicates that the liability rests with the party named in the operational certificate. 
 
Dockside Green’s plans for sludge handling and disposal or beneficial use had not been provided at the 
time this report was prepared. 
  
ALTERNATIVE 
 
A decision not to support an amendment to the plan would preclude Dockside Green from discharging 
effluent to the harbour and prevent the developer from creating a water feature using treated effluent.  In 
that case, Dockside Green could discharge all of its waste to the City of Victoria sewer system or may 
have the option to treat part of its wastewater for use for irrigation and toilet flushing and discharge the 
remainder to the sewer. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
There will be staff costs and legal costs associated with the amendment.  Reasonable costs will be 
recovered from the developer.  
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SUMMARY/CONCLUSIONS 
 
Dockside Green is proceeding with plans for development of a 15-acre site on the west side of Victoria 
Harbour.  The company plans to treat wastewater from the development to a high degree and to use 
treated effluent for toilet flushing, irrigation and to create a water feature on the property.  Wastewater 
effluent and rainwater will discharge to the harbour from the water feature. 
 
In order for Dockside Green to implement its plans, an amendment to the Core Area LWMP will be 
required to recognize the addition of a wastewater discharge point to the harbour.  CRD staff are 
supportive of the intent of the project but have some concerns that need to be addressed.  Staff 
recommend that the committee support the amendment, in principle, subject to staff’s concerns being 
addressed satisfactorily.  The completed amendment to the plan will be submitted to the committee and 
Board for approval. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the committee support an amendment to the Core Area Liquid Waste Management Plan, in 
principle, to accommodate the Dockside Green development, subject to staff’s concerns being addressed 
satisfactorily. 
 
 
 
 
     
Bob Warman, PEng Dwayne Kalynchuk, PEng  
Assistant Engineer, Technical Projects General Manager, Environmental Services 
 Concurrence 
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