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Common Native Plants for Sunny Garden 
Conditions 

Sunny/Moist 

Trees 

 Big leaf maple (Acer macrophyllum) 
 Red alder (Almus rubra) 
 Black cottonwood (Populus balsamifera subs: trichocarpa) 
 Bitter cherry (Prunus emarginata) 
 Black hawthorn (Crataegus douglasii) 
 Pacific crabapple (Malus-fusca) 
 Pacific dogwood (Cornus nutallii) 
 Western red cedar (Thuja plicata) 
 Yellow cedar (Chamaecyparis nootkatensis) 

Shrubs 

 Hardhack (Spiraes douglasii) 
 Red-osier dogwood (Cornus stolonifera) 
 Red elderberry (Sambucus racemosa) 
 Blue elderberry (Sambucus cerulean) 
 Black twinberry (Lonicera involvcrata) 
 Nootka rose (Rosa nutkana) 
 Pacific ninebark (Physocarpus capitatus) 
 Salmonberry (Rubus spectabilis) 
 Thimbleberry (Rubus parviflorus) 
 Willow (Salix lucida ,S. scouleriana) * There is a variety (Salix alba) that is considered 

invasive and exotic 
 Beaked hazelnut (Conylus cornuta var. californica) 

Herbs/Ferns 

 Sword fern (Polystichum munitum) 
 Pacific bleeding heart (Dicentra formosa) 
 Stream violet (Viola glabella) 
 Checker mallow (Sidalcea hendersonii) 
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 Blue and yellow-eyed grass (Sisyrinchium californicum,S. idahoense) 
 Monkey flower (Mimulus guttatus, M. Lewisii 

Sunny/Dry 

Trees 

 Douglas fir (Pseudotsuga menziesii ssp. menziesii) 
 Grand fir (Abies grandis)  
 Choke cherry (Prunus virginiana) 
 Pacific dogwood (Cornus nutallii) 
 Arbutus (Arbutus menziesii) 
 Garry oak (Quercus garryana) 
 Shore pine (Pinus contorta var. contorta) 

Shrubs 

 Red flowering currant (Ribes sanguineum) 
 Common snowberry (Symphoricarpos albus) 
 Oceanspray (Holodiscus discolor) 
 Nootka rose (Rosa nutkana) 
 Tall Oregon-grape (Mahonia aquifolium) 
 Mock-orange (Philadelphus lewisii) 
 Saskatoon  (Amerlanchier alnifolia) 
 Snowbrush (Ceanothus velutinus) 
 Redstem ceanothus (Ceanothus sanguineus) 
 Blue elderberry (Sambucus cerulean) 
 Hairy manzanita (Arctostaphylos columbiana ) 
 Indian plum (Oemlaeria cerasiformis) 
 Shrubby cinquefoil (Potentilla fruticosus) 
 Common juniper (Juniperus communis) 

Herbs/Fern 

 Lupine (Lupinus micranthus, L. bicolor, L. vallicola) 
 Woolly sunflower (Eriophyllium lanatum) 
 Camas (Camassia quamash, C. leichtlini) 
 Yarrow (Achillea millefolium)*This species can be aggressive and may be considered 

invasive 
 Yellow marsh marigold *Invasive varieties exist 
 Nodding onion (Allium cernuum) 
 Canada goldenrod (Solidago canadensis)* Invasive varieties exist (S. rugosa) is introduced 
 Northern goldenrod (Solidago multiradiata) Invasive varieties exist (S. rugosa) is 

introduced 
 Pearly everlasting (Anaphalis margaritacea) 
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 Penstemon (Penstemon serrulatus) *There are many varieties that are non-
native/invasive  

 Western buttercup (Ranunculus occidentalis)* R. repens is an invasive variation of the 
Western buttercup 

 Coastal strawberry (Frageria chiloensis) 
 Woodland strawberry (Frageria vesca) 

Sunny/Rock 

Trees 

 Garry oak (Quercus garryana) 
 Douglas fir (Pseudotsuga menziesii ssp. menziesii) 
 Arbutus (Arbutus menziesii) 

Shrubs 

 Common snowberry (Symphoricarpos albus) 
 Oceanspray (Holodiscus discolor) 
 Nootka rose (Rosa nutkana) 
 Tall Oregon-grape (Mahonia aquifolium) 
 Saskatoon (Amerlanchier alnifolia) 
 Red flowering currant (Ribes sanguineum) 
 Common juniper (Juniperus communis) 
 Hairy manzanita (Arctostaphylos columbiana ) 

Herbs/Ferns 

 Camas (Camassia quamash, C. leichtlini) 
 Sea blush (Plectritis congesta) 
 Woolly sunflower (Eriophyllium lanatum) 
 Nodding onion (Allium cernuum) 
 Satin flower (Sisyrinchium douglasii) 
 Menzie’s larkspur (Delphinium menzeisii) 
 Kinnikinnick (Arctostaphylos uva-ursi) 
 Penstemon (Penstemon serrulatus) *There are many varieties that are non-

native/invasive  
 Alumroot (Heuchera glabra,H. micrantha) 
 Blue-eyed mary (Collinsia grandiflora) 
 Yarrow (Achillea millefolium)*This species can be aggressive and may be considered 

invasive 
 Harvest brodiaea (Brodiaea coronaria) 
 Field chickweed (Cerastium arvense) 
 Pussytoes (Antennaria microphylla, A. neglecta) 
 Siberian sea thrift (Armeria maritima)*There is one variety of non-native/invasive 


