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http://www.watershedsentinel.ca/content/climate-change-impacts-water
http://sustainability.crd.bc.ca/media/1269/resource_management_policy_brief_small.pdf
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https://www.crd.bc.ca/about/what-we-do/sustainability/climate-change-indicators


 



 



 



HISTORY OF WATERING SCHEDULES 
 

1992 
 

August 10 to October 2 – Mandatory watering schedules were approved by 
resolution for the Western Communities and Sooke and the other 
municipalities were requested to implement similar restrictions. Stage 2 Lawn 
watering was restricted to one-inch once per week according to house number. 
No enforcement. Should not be considered as Stage 1. 

1993 February 26 to August 27 – Stage 1 voluntary restrictions that included lawn 
watering twice per week, discontinuance of washing sidewalks, parking lots, 
turn off fountains that do not recycle water, etc. Enforcement was by the 
municipalities except in the Western Communities where the GVWD1 enforced 
it. 

1994 No restrictions. 

1995 Stage 1 voluntary restrictions from June 3 to July 21 (see 1993 for extent of 
restrictions & enforcement), and July 22 to August 18 Stage 2 restrictions 
which reduced lawn watering to once per week between 4 a.m. and 9 a.m. and 
7 p.m. and 10 p.m. 

1996-1998 No restrictions. 

1999 June 10 to September 30 – Stage 1 restrictions in effect that limited lawn 
watering to two days per week between certain hours. No enforcement. 

2000 Restrictions were in effect from June 1 to September 30.  Stage 1 restrictions 
limit lawn watering to two days per week. No enforcement. 

2001-2002 Stage 3 Water Conservation Bylaw (no lawn watering) April 2, 2001 to 
December 18, 2001 and Stage 2 watering schedule in effect from 
December 18, 2001 to January 8, 2002.  Prior to 2001 there was no concerted 
effort to administer or enforce the Water Conservation Bylaw region wide. 

2002 Stage 1 Water Conservation Bylaw from July 1, 2002 to September 30, 2002 
(delayed from June 1 to July 1 to permit lowering of Sooke Lake Reservoir to 
accommodate dam construction work). 

2003 Stage 1 Water Conservation Bylaw from May 1 to September 30, 2003. The 
bylaw was amended to put in place annual watering schedules from May 1 
each year. 

2004 Stage 1 Water Conservation Bylaw from May 1 to September 30, 2004. 

2005 Stage 1 Water Conservation Bylaw from May 1 to September 30, 2005. The 
township of Sidney rescinded its Watering Bylaw so that CRD could then 
administer and enforce the CRD Water Conservation Bylaw. 

2006-2009 Stage 1 Water Conservation Bylaw from May 1 to September 30. 

2009 CRD enlisted to enforce the Water Conservation Bylaw in Colwood as of 
Oct 1, 2009. 

2010-2014 Stage 1 Water Conservation Bylaw from May 1 to September 30. 
 
 
1
 Greater Victoria Water District (GVWD) until 1997 when it became the Water Services Department within the CRD.
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A photo of the North Basin (the Northern most section of the Sooke Lake reservoir (Greater Victoria's primary water 

supply)   Photograph By ADRIAN LAM, Times Colonist  

Greater Victoria’s water supply was assured for future generations in 2007 with a monumental deal that increased the size of 

the watershed by 79 per cent. 

It cost about $65 million, but the Capital Regional District looked into its crystal ball and decided to pay TimberWest for 8,791 

hectares around the Leech River, even though it might not be needed for almost 50 years. That goes with about 10,000 

hectares of existing watershed land next door. 

“There was a significant decision made by the Regional Water Supply Commission to make this purchase, much like the decision 

our predecessors made 100 years ago to secure Sooke Lake as the water-supply area,” said Ted Robbins, CRD integrated water 

services general manager. 

“There’s a lot of work underway, even now, to start rehabilitating the Leech River area. Of course, it was actively logged under 

its private ownership.”

http://www.timescolonist.com/authors?author=Jeff%20Bell


Another tract in the same vicinity was bought by the CRD in 2010 — 837 hectares for which $3.14 million was paid to Western 

Forest Products. The deal was part of a bigger arrangement that also included the acquisition of parkland. 

A tunnel linking the Leech River to the Sooke Lake Reservoir was built in the 1980s in anticipation of water demands, but intake 

and outlet facilities have yet to be put in. 

Since the purchases, the biggest question about the Leech River land has been whether to close it to the public now or to wait. 

CRD staff recommended stopping public access in a report last fall, but the document was tabled for consideration some time 

this year. 

Sidney Coun. Mervyn Lougher-Goodey, who chairs the Regional Water Supply Commission, said there are some “complexities” 

involved in the issue and it is still under review. Access to the Leech is already controlled by gates and other restrictions. As 

well, the only way in is through privately owned forestry land. 

Since the Leech area has been 95 per cent logged and has approximately 385 kilometres of roads, there is not a lot of 

wilderness to preserve. The idea is to give nature a chance to regenerate the land, leading to improved quality of the water it 

produces. 

One advantage of ending public access would be to reduce the risk of forest fires, as keeping the watershed intact means 

protecting the forest. 

“The risk of wildfire is probably our biggest concern in the water-supply area,” Robbins said. “Should there be a fire that gets 

out of control, there’s the potential to cause extensive damage to the point where all the ash and sediment that would be 

generated would end up on Sooke Lake Reservoir. 

“That would probably put us in a situation, if there was an extreme event, where we could not supply water.” 

Annette Constabel, senior manager of watershed protection, said the greatest fire-prevention efforts are concentrated from 

April to October. Those include ground patrols, especially during the summer. 

“We have aerial patrols through the summer, as well, looking for lightning strikes, that kind of thing,” Robbins said. “We look 

particularly up in the Leech water-supply area. In the summertime, there’s lots of recreational activities up there; people are in 

there camping and whatnot.” 

Constabel said the last time a fire breached the watershed boundaries was a relatively minor incursion in 2006, but she said a 

large forest fire at Shawnigan Lake in 2012 drew close scrutiny from watershed crews. 

“Every year there’s fires around us,” she said. 

Summer also brings water restrictions for the public, something that draws complaints if the level of Sooke Lake stays relatively 

high. But Robbins pointed out that maintaining levels via restrictions helps complete an arrangement with the T’Souke First 

Nation to release water to the Goldstream, Sooke and Charters rivers to help fish habitat. 

“By maintaining a high level in the Sooke Lake Reservoir and the Goldstream Reservoir, we’re able to provide those flows and 

meet our agreement.” 

Lougher-Goodey added that the deeper and colder the reservoir water is, the better the quality. 

Stage One water restrictions begin as a matter of policy every May 1 and run until Sept. 30. That means lawns can be watered 

two days a week between from 4 and 10 a.m. and 7 and 10 p.m. 

Lougher-Goodey said he has an irrigation system in his yard and waters strictly within the set hours. 



“I’ve got the greenest lawn on my street. You can have a very nice lawn and garden within those restrictions.” 

Robbins noted that the winter of 2013-14 was a strange one for precipitation and its effect on water storage. The reservoir is 

often full by December, but not this past one after the driest October-December on record. 

“In January, we were sitting at 75 per cent,” Robbins said. “Then we had some rain events, one in the middle of January and 

one in March.” 

The reservoir was full for the last part of the winter and has remained at about 100 per cent into May. Capacity was increased 

by almost 80 per cent when the Sooke Reservoir dam was raised six metres — an expansion project that cost $23 million, 

including the cost of land-clearing. 

A new project in the works is a $6-million to $8-million venture to replace the aging chlorine/ammonia disinfection portion of 

the water-supply system, located next to the ultraviolet-disinfection plant near the main watershed entrance. 

“Currently, we’re operating a system which operates on chlorine gas and ammonia gas,” Robbins said. “The equipment is 

nearing the end of its service life. 

“We’re looking at changing that process to a liquid chlorine-and-ammonia process.” 

Construction could start by late this year or early next year. 
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