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ISSUES REPRESENTATIVE INTERESTS 

Camping  

 

 Extend the camping season 

 Add to the existing facilities and services  

 Change the campground layout 

 Change the campground operation 

 Add a campground host 

 Enforce existing rules 

 Remove the campground from the park 

 Privatize the campground 



 

 Keep the campground affordable 

 Don’t change the campground at all 

Dogs 

 

 Address the dog waste disposal problem 

 Promote and enforce responsible dog 
ownership 

 Let dogs run off-leash in the park as 
currently 

 Don’t change existing rules for dogs 

 Vigorously address public and personal 
safety and comfort issues with dogs 

 Designate off-leash and on-leash areas for 
dogs 

 Develop a fenced off-leash “doggie park” 

 Designate park zoning to keep dogs out of 
some areas for public safety, personal 
preference, and environmental protection 

 Enforce existing rules for dogs 

 Strengthen dog bylaws 

 Regulate  or prohibit commercial dog 
walkers 

Environmental Stewardship 

 

 Increase efforts at ecological restoration 
and protection 

 Protect species at risk in the park 

 Remove invasive species 

 Implement park zoning that protects 
sensitive ecosystems and species 

 Control how park visitors access the sand 
dune and wetland ecosystems 

 Let people go wherever they want to if it 
doesn’t harm wildlife 

 Restore the natural process that sustain 
the park 

 The mosquito control program is/isn’t 
necessary and does/doesn’t hurt the 
environment 

 The condition of the park environment is 
poor and the threats to it are high 

 The park is too small from an ecological 
perspective to be viable in the long-run 



 

 Look at the park from a regional context 

 The park is doing just fine and doesn’t 
need special attention or resources 

 The park is subject to dynamic ecosystems 
and climate change and this needs to be 
planned for 

 The water management regime in the park 
needs to be assessed and addressed 

 The park is for people, not wildlife 

 The presence and location of species at 
risk needs to be documented and shared 

Park Infrastructure 

 

 Improve access to various areas of the 
park, including the beach and wetland 
area 

 Increase the number of benches, picnic 
tables, gazebos, garbage cans, washrooms, 
and trails 

 Improve the boat launch and improve and 
increase nearby parking areas 

 Maintain overnight parking for kayakers 

 Maintain the berm and ditch system 

 Modify or remove the berm and ditch 
system 

 Create loop trail opportunities, consider 
adding boardwalks and viewing platforms 

 Take over control of the park roads from 
the District of Central Saanich 

 Consolidate the parking areas and reduce 
the park development footprint 

 Put better signage on the roads to provide 
clear directions to the park and for speed 
control 

  



 

Park Management 

 

 Acquire the adjacent private parcel to 
prevent it from being developed 

 Work with adjacent landowners to 
develop a comprehensive environmental 
stewardship program that benefits all 
parties 

 Work with park neighbors to develop an 
acceptable vision for the park 

 Limit development in the park – keep it 
natural 

 Don’t let the park become commercialized 

 Increase park resourcing and enforcement 
for better management outcomes 

 The planning process needs to be 
transparent and accountable and listen to 
what people are saying 

 Regional Parks needs to maintain a good 
relationship with the Tsawout First Nation 

 Prohibit hunting in the park 

 Partner with NGO’s and others on 
activities and actions benefitting the park 

 Work with Central Saanich to manage or 
transfer Island View Municipal Park, the 
road right-of-ways, and/or the Lamont 
Road outfall to the CRD 

 This is a regional park, don’t manage it to 
respond to only local interests 

Park Operations 

 

 Increase by-law enforcement at the park 

 Increase maintenance of garbage cans and 
washroom facilities 

 Keep the trails trimmed and maintained 

 Provide a better or more consistent 
presence in the campground 

 Keep beach campfires from occurring and 
clean them up quickly  if they do 

 Support the park operations staff, they are 
doing a good job 

 Provide more waste containers and doggie 
bags 

  



 

Visitor Experience 

 

 Do not change the park – keep it the same 
as now 

 Make changes to the park to improve 
conditions for park visitors and the 
environment 

 Improve interpretive signs and increase 
educational efforts 

 Partner with stewardship groups to 
increase community outreach and 
involvement 

 Increase the conservation focus of the 
park 

 Increase the recreational focus of the park 

 Make some areas “dog-free” for people 
who don’t want to be around dogs 

 Do not take away any opportunities that 
exist now 

 Ensure the park is accessible to all 

 Use the park as a regional showcase for 
this type of rare coastal ecosystem—
educate, inform, and involve 

 Provide modern amenities, like Wi-fi 
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Meeting Date:  04-07-15 
Royal BC Museum Board Room, Belleview Street, Victoria; 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. 
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(Note – all identifying information removed) 
 
Dated 7/1/15 

Thanks for pulling these notes together-- that is a lot of work. 
 
A couple of points: 
 
If the mosquitoes really are coming from IVB, the berm and the drainage ditches are 
exacerbating the problem by retaining standing water year-round. 
 
The Goldstream example – the park still allows dogs but all dogs in all Prov. Pks must 
be leashed. The example was actually more to do with the establishment of the “quiet 
zone” – this eliminated access to a portion of the park to everyone. After a few years it 
was enlarged to include the estuary. It is a shining example of how nature can be given 
a break from disturbance and it was easily measured through Bald Eagle counts.  
 
Finally: Beach use by dogs runs counter to wildlife needs- let the dogs on the beaches 
in the summer, in a restricted area,  or not at all.  
 



 

Meeting Date:  6-23-15 
625 Fisgard Street, Room 333; 9:30 – 11:30 a.m. 
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Meeting Date:  July 6, 2015 
Central Saanich Municipal Hall; 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
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Meeting Date:  7-14-15 
Arbutus Room, Commonwealth Pool, Saanich; 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. 
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Meeting Date:  7-16-15 
Arbutus Room, Commonwealth Pool, Saanich: 6 – 8 pm 
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(Note – all identifying information removed) 
 
Dated 7/21/15 
 
I have reviewed these notes.  They look really good.  You did a great job.  I think I have 4 main 
points, the first of which may not have been captured in your notes as it was a part of my 
introduction:  
 

1. NCC/I have recently completed a revised conservation plan for the entire Salish Sea region (aka 
Natural Area).  This plan identifies Coastal Sand Ecosystems as one of the primary conservation 
elements that are significant in the region.  Our prioritization analysis based on data from UVic 
coastal geomorphology lab (Ian Walker) was used as a part of the analysis.  One result is that the 
“three sisters” features including Island View Beach/Saanichton Spit, James Island’s spits and 
Sidney Spit and their associated “feeder bluffs” are designated as “Priority 1” areas in our 
analysis (at the Salish Sea scale).   

 
2. (your point #11) – NCC supports taking a regional approach to management of the three sisters 

whereby NCC, CRD Parks, the Tsawout and Parks Canada would collaborate to manage the 
entire complex.  Ideally in my mind, this would include a multi-site ecological and recreational 
feature inventory done to a consistent standard and then a multi-site management plan.  I know 
the latter is a tough one, since every agency has its own special needs for management planning 
and at different scales, but at least, we should all have input into each other’s plans in a detailed 
way.  For example, NCC Tsawout and Parks Canada would have special input into this plan 
according to that logic.   

 
3. Invasive plant (as opposed to exotic plant) management is a key consideration.  (your point 23 

for the reasons noted in your description) 

 
4. The same point you captured in the comments section where I referenced CSE’s and being the 

new GOEs.  We could all benefit from a big push to educate the public about Coastal Sand 
Ecosystems based out of IVB, since that is the most highly visited CSE in the region.  

 
 

 
Dated: 7/22/15 
 
Here are my top three issues: 

Berm and drainage ditches: The berm and drainage ditches were constructed for 
farming and are causing enormous harm to the dune ecosystem and coastal wetlands 
that belong in the area. These habitats are what make this regional park special, and 
these habitats support rare and endangered plants and animals that cannot survive 
without them. Farming is not part of the CRD Parks mandate and the berm must be 
removed. The savings from not maintaining the berm will be enormous over the long 
term, and the natural ecosystems that belong at Island View will ameliorate flooding in 
the area by providing a natural buffer. The berm is working against natural processes 
and will be a constant source of problems and a chronic maintenance expense.   



 

 
The drainage ditches were created to move water out of the area quickly for farming. 
CRD Parks are not managing Island View Beach as farmland, and the maintenance of 
these ditches is not in keeping with the conservation goals. This area should be allowed 
to revert to coastal wetlands that support native vegetation. The current management 
via drainage ditches supports invasive introduced plants as well as mosquitos.  
 
Mosquito Control: This is an enormous waste of money and extremely harmful to the 
natural environment that CRD Parks is charged with protecting. The larvicide used to kill 
mosquitoes kills all aquatic diptera (flies) - completely disrupting food webs and creating 
a biological chaos. The aquatic ecosystems in the park are set back each time 
larvicides are applied, rather than allowing them to reach an ecological balance. Aquatic 
diptera inhabit variable niches- many are predators, others are critical food for other 
organisms. The money spent on this is disheartening- it is a waste and it is laying waste 
to a biological system.  

Dog Management: Dogs are allowed on our region’s beaches at the exact worst time 
for wildlife- over the months when many species are migrating or overwintering. In the 
summer, when the impact would only be on humans, dogs are prohibited (June 1 to 
September 15). This is counterintuitive to a mandate that is intended to preserve natural 
environments. When birds are constantly disturbed by pets they waste critical energy. 
Some of these species migrate thousands of kilometers and need places to rest and 
feed on their journey.  

Island View Beach should NOT be an off-leash area unless it is restricted to the lawn 
area by the picnic shelter and there must be consequences for those that do not 
comply.  

 

 

Dated: 7/22/15 
 
The beach from the Parking lot to the Spit receives sand eroding from the crumbling cliffs to the south 
and carried north by the tide. This process means that the spit and its eastern beaches are cyclically built 
up and subsequently undermined by waves and wind. This instability favours a particular group of 
unusual plants which are not commonly found elsewhere.  These plants, such as Sand Verbena, Fleshy 
Jaumea, Beach carrot, large-headed sedge etc. are now found largely in the Tixen Reserve (which has 
not been altered for recreational purposes), and are largely absent from the Park. 
The construction of the long berm in the Park has frustrated the natural processes described above and 
degraded the biological quality of the ecosystem. 
This kind of dune/spit/saltmarsh system is rare on the coast of BC, and it is my opinion that it should 
therefore be returned to its original condition.  There are many other areas in the Peninsula that offer 
excellent recreational opportunities, and most of the existing facilities at Island View such as the camp 
site would in any case still be there. 
 
I would also like to request that signage be placed for the months of June and July specifically asking 
people not to explore the interior of the spit because rare birds such as nighthawks are nesting there, 
and especially to keep dogs out of the area.. 

 
 



 

 
Dated:  7/24/15 
 
I have edited point #6 which is my first priority as stated at the meeting, see attached. The first 
point in my revision was the summary of my concern you provided. As it missed three other 
closely related items to which I spoke I have added them.  
 
As I read the entire document it is clear that many of the subjects raised relate closely to each 
other. I selected four of them that are especially close to my main concern of a regional context 
and added them to the attached document.  
 
I find it very hard to pick the top three issues as presented. The main reason is that there is 
such an overlap among subjects.  
 
It would take some work but I would find it much easier to rank subjects by importance if there 
was a re-organization and grouping of issues. They would not have to be restated (although 
others might want to edit their contributions). I know this would take some work but to me it 
would help us all have a clearer statement of our very good discussion last week.  
 
Hope this helps and thanks for all your work so far. 
 
 
Attachment: 

 
The Regional Context 

1. We have to think of the regional context of the park.  The park is actually quite small and it 

depends on outside ecosystem processes for maintaining itself.  The CRD park portion of the 

larger spit ecosystem is looking quite ragged. 

2. The Sidney Channel IBA (Important Bird Area) is one of only two IBAs in the CRD. It needs to be 

recognized in the park management plan.  

3. The information presented by Nick Page, Raincoast Applied Ecology, in his 2010 report, 

“Cordova Shore Conservation Strategy” is an excellent analysis of the environmental situation of 

the park and its complete ecosystem. It highlights the dependence of the entire ecosystem on 

the continuation of sand eroded from the bluffs to the south of the park, including Cowichan 

Head, moving north and being deposited all the way to Saanichton Spit including the park.  

4. The 2010 report was created in cooperation with the Tsawout First Nation who live adjacent to 

the park. Conservation of their land on Saanichton Spit is actually better than what is happening 

in the park at the moment.  

From other issues identified I would group the following with this same subject: 

5. Issue # 8    We have lost the main dynamic of the area—that is, the interchange between the 

ocean and the land.  Everything that makes IVB so special has been modified so that it is no 

longer special.  We need to restore the tidal influence.  It is possible to regain a balance between 

the wet and dry areas.  It’s all about restoring the natural hydrology. 



 

6. Issue # 11    It is all about regional context, collaboration, and education.  Think of IVB as being 

part of the “three sisters” of Cordova Shore, James Island, and Sidney Island—we need to think 

at that scale. Collaboration is key – what are the specific skills and resources that we can each 

offer?   We need to think across boundaries and outside the box, and zone the park for different 

uses.     

7. Issue # 18   The condition of the park environment is “poor” with respect to ecological viability, 

and the threats to the park are high.  So, we have poor condition with high threats!  This is not 

good. 

8. Issue # 19    The park is too small from an ecological perspective.  The edge effect is 

pronounced—the park is all overlapping edges!  Are we going to manage for conservation?  

Then we need to get rid of the threats.  People and dogs are having a pronounced negative 

impact on the park’s natural environment.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
Dated: 7/27/15 
 
Hi, my top 3 issues would be restoration of the park to protect unique ecosystems there (i.e. 
dune and brackish water), trying to accommodate public into being onside with this and helping 
other users to co-exist (controlled dog-walking).  And, thirdly, CRD has to come up with a 
mandate for this park, i.e., part of the surrounding ecosystem and not a campground.  Thanks. 
 

 
Dated:  7/29/15 

With regard to ranking the issues summarized in your e-mail, the top three issues that I would put 
forward are: 
 
- manage the park so that the natural processes at work in the park are at the forefront of management 
strategies  
- dog walking needs to be better managed and, at the least, should be restricted to a specific area of the 
park and enforced 
- where does this park fit into the overall regional context, both from the "three sisters” perspective as 
well as the larger policies (bylaws) for all the regional parks 
 
Thanks for the opportunity to comment. 
 

 



 

Meeting Date:  July 21, 2015 
Central Saanich Historical Society, Heritage Acres; 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
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Meeting Date:  July 28, 2015 
Power To Be Office; Fort Street, 11:30 – 1 p.m. 
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NOTE:  Sent to the CRD Board of Directors 
 
On Jul 31, 2015, at 11:12 AM, Fof IvBeach <friendsofislandviewbeach@gmail.com> 
wrote: 
 

Hello everyone 

The CRD intends creating a new park plan at Island View Beach Regional Park, and the most 

widespread comment we hear from the public is "Leave the park alone!".    The CRD 

environmental report did not disclose any environmental issues that require additional protection, 

and we agree with the spirit of leave the park alone, but we do have ideas for improvement that 

we believe the public will agree with. 

 

A group of 7 of our members pooled their knowledge of the park and peoples wishes, to come up 

with the recommendations.  We are showing them to you first, and will present them to the CRD 

later today.   Our recommendations are attached. 

 

We must express our deep disappointment at the environmental presentation made by the CRD at 

https://www.crd.bc.ca/project/island-view-beach-management-plan.    We will address this in 

detail at another time, but for here we say this:  The environment at Island View Beach Regional 

Park is what it is.  It should neither be exaggerated nor understated.   The CRD suppressed the 

only independent study they commissioned on the park, and that came to light just because one 

of our members had seen the expert working in the park last year and asked the CRD for a copy 

of that expert's report. That expert questioned the existence of two plants that the CRD claims are 

species at risk in the park.  The expert also showed that a species at risk that really is in the park 

actually occupies only a fraction of the area that the CRD claimed in its presentation.   That 

expert's report is a perfect example of how a factual technical and scientific report should be 

written.  It identified the existence (or non existence) of a species at risk in the park.  It mapped 

where it is.  It commented on the health of the species.  And it advised on what, if anything, is 

needed to protect the species.  That report is worth reading and comparing that to the CRD 

presentation.  It can be seen at 

http://www.friendsofislandviewbeach.com/uploads/2/4/3/5/24351508/island_view_beach_camiss

onia_and_lathyrus_survey_2014.pdf 

  

The Friends of Island View Beach 

  

mailto:friendsofislandviewbeach@gmail.com
https://www.crd.bc.ca/project/island-view-beach-management-plan
http://www.friendsofislandviewbeach.com/uploads/2/4/3/5/24351508/island_view_beach_camissonia_and_lathyrus_survey_2014.pdf
http://www.friendsofislandviewbeach.com/uploads/2/4/3/5/24351508/island_view_beach_camissonia_and_lathyrus_survey_2014.pdf


 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

  



 

 

  



 

 
(NOTE:  All Identifying Information Removed) 
 
Dated 7/31/15  
 
Hello, 
 
Just a note to say I found the recommendations suggested by the F of IVB to be very sensible, 
well researched and reflected my feelings about the park. 
 
I’m 70 with bad hips and knees who enjoys the relatively level terrain, with a dog that enjoys 
exploring without having to walk at my pace.  We use the park about 3 times a week. 

 

 
Dated 7/31/15 
 

The beach and area have been seriously compromised since the takeover of the CRD.... 
I have asked a number of times for a poo barrel on the main road in, with dispensers with poo 
bags.....by the outhouse... to no avail. 
There is no reason the back area cannot be used by the horse crowd. 
The Trailer park looks like it belongs on a reserve.... this could be expanded and a money 
maker..... there is fresh water on the site which could be used..... if not capable of handling this 
site please lease it out.... 
There have been numerous issues with all the neighbours and very little satisfaction.....in any 
area. 
This park is the only one we have that seniors can walk, children and people walking their 
dogs.......it is am sure the most used park in the Greater Victoria area.. 
We the people want the park left as it but bring  it up the standard that taxpayers should 
have......of which we all pay for..... 
Your reports of plants and various things in the park have been falsified ..... 
This whole area is in dire need of a boat launch site, again, to no avail....  
This has been very much kept away from the general Public..................if need be will gather in 
the 100’s to save our park. 
As am sure you are aware the general Public is not happy with the CRD... this will be even 
worse................for the coffers.... 
Thank you  

 

Dated 7/31/15 
 
With the exception of the absence of the nude sunbathers of the mid 80's nothing much has changed at 
the beach and the inland fields since I first enjoyed them on horseback in 1967.  My children learned to 
jump cross country there in the 80s until an overzealous CRD employee ordered the decades old jumps 
removed as she planned to replace them with a raised walkway to protect the botanical life from 
human, equine and canine footsteps.  This eas never accomplished as the building of this invasive 
boardwalk was more damaging than the existing traffic. 
 
The park has been a part of my family's lives for three generations.    



 

 
For more than a decade I hiked from Hovey Road behind the Fair Grounds to the beach with my dogs 
three times each week.  In my late 60s I drive to the north parking lot and hike the beach and fields with 
my new pup.   
 
A life time of friends made and treasured, a life with few demands on the health system despite the 
hereditary disease of Myotonic Dystrophy that has killed a younger brother and crippled a sister ten 
years my junior, fitness maintained, views enjoyed that nurture the soul and fresh air invigorating my 
body rain or shine I NEED this park to be accessible.  Save the BC health care system, leave us oldies a 
level hike with so many options that we are there every day renewing ourselves, medicated by joy and 
exercise, not pharmaceuticals. 
 
Please embrace a park future that includes human usage and the inclusion of 'man (and woman and 
child's) best friends'.  We tread lightly and try not to disturb nature's other treasured children. 
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