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November 22, 2018     (via e-mail) 
File:  0400-20 

Honourable Carole James 
Minister of Finance 
Parliament Buildings – Room 153 
PO Box 9048, Stn Prov Govt 
Victoria BC  V8W 9E2 

Dear Minister James: 

RE:   Capital Region Housing Corporation: Exemption from Property Transfer Tax 
Act for local government housing corporations 

The Capital Regional District (CRD) requests that its wholly-owned subsidiary, the Capital 
Region Housing Corporation (CRHC), be specifically included for an exemption under the 
Property Transfer Tax Act [PTTA], Section 14(3). Since 1982, the CRHC has provided 
public housing rentals and development services for the CRD’s public housing and land 
banking function, created by Letters Patent (attached). It currently operates more than 
1,300 affordable units. 

At present, the PTTA subjects the CRHC to Property Transfer Tax when acquiring land 
or property, adding between 3% to 5% to the total cost of each affordable project. Due to 
high land values, this is significantly impacting the CRD’s ability to provide housing at 
affordable levels.  

We believe this is a gap in the legislation or in the interpretation of “regional district” as 
applied by delegates. Whereas the CRD has been allowed to create a corporation to 
operate its public housing function by Letters Patent, to charge taxes which would not 
otherwise be available if the function was operated directly by the regional district will 
directly impact the affordability of public housing. 

The CRHC is exempt from taxation under the Income Tax Act and is regarded as a 
municipality for GST purposes. The CRHC should also be considered a regional district 
for Property Transfer Tax purposes, by legislative change or by delegate interpretation of 
“regional district” under the PTTA.  



Minister James – November 22, 2018 
Capital Region Housing Corporation: Exemption from Property Transfer Tax Act 
for local government housing corporations  2 

The CRD is requesting consideration of this matter for the 2019 budget process.  Thank 
you for your consideration.  

Sincerely, 

Robert Lapham, MCIP, RPP 
Chief Administrative Officer 

Attachment 

cc: The Honourable Selina Robinson, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
Lisa Helps, Chair Capital Region Housing Corporation 
Kim Manton, Executive Assistant  
Duncan Jillings, Director, Property Tax, Tax Policy Branch  
Kevin Lorette, General Manager, CRD Planning & Protective Services  
Christine Culham, Senior Manager, Capital Region Housing Corporation  
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C.ANADi\

PROVINCE OF tsRITÏSH COLL}IBTT\

ELIZABETII the SECOI{D, by t,he Grace of God, of the

Kingdcm, Canacla and FIer Otlier Realrns

and Territories, Queen, Ileaci of the

Connonlveal.th, Defencter of the Faith,

To alJ- to ryhom these presents shal1 corne

GREi]TT}IG. \'/FIIIRDÂS pursuant to the provi.sions

of Sec'bion 766 of the ìllnicipal r\c'b

tl¡e Ca¡rita1 Regi.1¡¡¿1 District r'/as

incc.¡rprtra.bed b¡' Le'bters Paùent

issrred on the firsû clay of February,
llin-i-s'ber: of

lfi-rni,:ip al- .r\:î'f a j. rs

À,\:D',v'l!0ltllÀ.5, Sec'Lion 766 of 'bhe l',[trnicipal .\ib,

pr''o-..-i.clr::.--; :ln ber a1ia, t;h a1:, in aclclition to tht: Fnrrc I-ions

cc¡¡lf:crri:i{ }¡j'1-l:¡rt,;\.ct> a rcrg'ioir¡. I r.li-sbric'b l.as such fr-r-il-;b-i.r>r'-.:

Íl .5i ¿trí: ¡rrov.i.cicc[ ì-ri' Le'L br:rs; l';¡b,-:nt, Ol- sr-rpp1.ÐrÌt'Jnt,a11' L.;i.f,,1¡¡.-

)I

t-

Tfrt¡rs ç lo,Çil;rfr

(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
( 7 966



I

,

Pabenb,, ancl f<¡r -bhis purpose thc Lier-tbenant-Govcrnor in

Cc¡r-rncil- ¡l1ây: on -Lhe îeco!ìr.nendaLion ot' ti-re I'linisber, prc',':i-ie

in -bhe Let'be¡,s Pa'ben't or strp¡-.'1.erten'Lary Lettcr.'-; Pa'bent such

fr-trbher objects, po'.vers, obligab:'-ons, clu'bies, limitabions,

a¡rcl conditions in respeci bo any or all fr:¡rctions requesiecl

pllrsuant -bo this sec-bion:

ÄND Ì'IILEREÀS the Regionzrl Bcarcl of the Capital-

Regional Distriet has i"equesLed the function of lancl assenbly,

housing ancl lancl banking, rvhich r:equest has recei.¡ecl the

affirmat,ive vote of a majori-ty of all the Directors having

anong'bhem the najority of alJ- the vobes, es,'reguired by

sul¡sec-bion (+") of sect-Lon 766:

ANìl KlIOr,'J YE ?IIÀf by these presents IIe do orrier

and proclair¿ that on, frora, and afLer the d.ate hereof the

follorring be added to the objec'b-s, por{ers, obliga'bions, .clu-Þiest

I imitati-ons, and. condi-bions of the said regional dis'bric-b: -

DIVISTOìI XII - Land Assembly, Housing
I, B¡nd ¡ nrJ .nl--i nr¡

1.

and share in

Ðivision.

A1-1- nernber mu:eicipalities sha1l participate

t,he cost of the function pltrsuan-b to this

Z- The regicnal- district is empor,sered to underbake

lancl assernbly for the pur?ose of housing, eiÈher public or

privzr'te ancl, public hous:Lng, pl\rsuan'b to the provisions of

the Na'bional Fiousing Act, The ìfunici-pal Äct of the Prov'ínce

of British Columbia, the }lousing Acb of Brit:ish Columbia, and

o'Lher legis1a-bion of the Province of Bri-bish Colurnbia pertain:-

ing 'bo land assembly and public hor-rsingr âs if t,he regional

clistricÈ were a nr-¡nicipality.
I

3. Tire annttal. ¡ret cost abtributable t,o 'bhis 
.

f¡.rnc'¿icri <-rt 'bhe rag-i.oníri clj-.';tric'b stra.11 l-:e ¿ìpporLj-onect actong

't,hc nenbt)r" ¡ritrni-r:ipalib:les on thc l¡¿rsis referred t o in sttÌ¡secLiorl

(l) o't -strc-tion 782 of -bhe l'fi-rnicip¿tl. -\cb.



4. lllrc annttal n,.:l- exllÍ-ìnr-l:i-tttrr: o'Î i;lle r-r:14ional-

distric-t ptt:'stran't f,6 1..Ìt-L.s l'rrnt-:'L-iorl .slla.L-1- ri¡l to L¿l-l nc-¡t

e-rceecl tlri: p rocl ur:-b rs'i onr)-cltra.i ir:r of a r:ri-ì. 1 (-ìlì t!le -uo'i e-1

va.lrrc of lartcl a¡r<l irûl)ror/ånents lvithin t-hc rr)fjj-onai <listrict

ref errecl 'bo i.n paragr:rph 3 -

5. TÌre Regional Dis'bricb Boarcl r.ray lry by-la',',' esstrin-3

the asse-Ls, rigl-rts, obli-gatio¡rs and l-iab-ilities for an¡r

existin.g or approyecÌ project ttnder ths Na'uj-onal ltousing .Ërct.

ÀND TIIÀT the Le'bters Fa-bent incorç'oraiing the

regional district be a.¡nendecL accordin.gly.

Tn testimony rvhereof, \Ve ha'¡e

be made Patent

said Province

caused 'bhese Our Letters to

and the Gre'at Seal of Our

Lo be hereunto affixed.

IVITNESS, the llonourab1-e \fa.ber S. Orven, Q.C - ' LL.D - ,

Lieutenant-Gol¡erlor of Our said Province

qf British Columbia, in Our City of,Victoria,
-- - >/-

in Our saicl Province, t'tris JS'uíl^y of

Jrr-ly in the year of our Lord one thousancl

nine huncired and seven'by-four and ín the

twenty-'bhird year of Our Reign.

By Connarrd.

JfifrTS G
knt"'{ Provj-ncia.t- secrebary -

(-'

-_)



December 9, 1982 THE BRITISH COLUMBIA GAZETTE 1985

VILLAGE OF CHETWYND
NTIICE is hereby given rhat Mrs. M.

Hooverand Mrs. J. Temple (two-yearterms)
have been duly elected às Aldermen for the
Village of Chetwynd.

Dated at Cherwynd, B.C. this 23rd day of
November 1982. 

-

J. A. TESLYK
de9-7913 Returning fficer

lr-.s.1 H. P. BELL-IRVING
Lieutenant Governor

CANADA:
PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA

ELIZABETH the SECOND, by the Grace
of God, of the United Kingdom,
Canada and Her Other Realms and Ter-
ritories, Queen , Head of the Common-
wealth, Defender of the Faith

Tb all to whom these presents shall come-
Greeting

And whereas section 767 of the Munici-

Act,

2. By adding the following as section 3:
"3. Notwithstanding anything herein-

before contained, and iñ add-ition io the ob-

necessary to cause the incorporation of one
or more of such corporations."

And that the Letters Patent, as amended,
of the Capital Regional District be deemeá
to be further amended accordingly.
In testimony whereof, We have caused these

Our Letters to be made Patent and the
Great Seal of Our said province to be
hereunto affixed.

Witness, the Honourable Henry p. Bell-
Irving, Lieutenant Governor of Our
said Province of British Columbia, in
Our City of Victoria, in Our said
Province, this thirtieth day of Septem-
ber in the year of our Loid one thou-
sand nine hundred and eighty-two, and
in the thirty-first year of-Oui Reign.

By Command.

lr.s.l J. R. CHABOT
Provincial Secretary and Minister

7736 of Government Services

121"33'00" west longitude; thence north to
55"11'00'north latitude; thence east to the
point of intersection with the aforesaid
straight line drawn between the summit of
Mount Collier and the summit of Bullmoose
Mountain; thence southerly in a straight line
to the point of commencement, ani con-
taining by admeasurement 4 465.87 hec-
tares of land, more or less:

And whereas the conditions and require-
ments of the said section 22have been duly
complied with:

_ Now know ye that by these presents We
do order and proclaim that the area of the
District of Tümbler Ridee be extended bv
the inclusion therein ofthe lands herein'-
before described, and that on, from and
after the date of these supplementary Letters
Þtent the boundaries of the District'of Tüm-
bler Ridge be defined as follows: Com-
mencing at the most northerly corner of Lot
1476, Peace River District, being a point on
the natural high-water mark õf Kinusco
Creek, on the left bank thereof: thence

o ihe sum-
northerly
summit of

Bullmoose Mountain to 55"05'00" north lat-
itude; thence west to l2lo3 I'30" west lonsi-
tude; thence north to 55'8'00'north laÏi-
tude; thence west to 121"3'l'30" west
longitude; thence north to 55oll'00,,north
latitude; thence east to 12lo36'00', west
longitude; thence south to 55'10,30" north
latitude; thence east to l2lo33'00" west
longitude; thence north to 55o11,00,, north

of intersec-
line drawn

rhe summit of Bullmoose r""ft",lltif"i::
northerly in a straight line to the summit of
Bullmoose Mountain; thence north for a
distance of 4 830 metres; thence east to a
point which lies due north of the summit of
Mo.unt Bergeron; thence south to a point
which lies due east to the summit of ilull-
m99ge MognJain; thence east to a point
which lies 8 850 metres east of the nátural

mencement, and containing by admeasure-
ment 154 530.04 hectares or land, more o¡
less, and 343.43 hecta¡es of foreshore and
land covered by water, more or less:

And th , sub-
division ylaws
amended Þeace
River-Liard Regional District shall remain
in force and effect in the extension area as if
they were a bylaw adopted by the munici-
pality until amended or repealed by bylaw:

And that ubdivi-
sion and bu having
application tensioñ
area, the passage ofwhich has been initiated
by the Regional Board of the Peace River-
Liard Regioiral Distric by
the council of the mu to
the provisions of the nd

[t-.s.] H. P. BELL-IRVING
Lieutenant Governor

CANADA:
PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA

ELIZABETH the SECOND, by the Grace
of God, of the United'Kingdom,
Canada and Her Other Realms añd Ter-
ritories, Queen, Head of the Cortmon-
wealth, Defender of the Faith

To all to whom these presents shall come-

Letters

ä.3lå,i;
Assem-

bly, Housing and Land Bankíng with all
member municipalities participating:

And whereas the Regional Board of the

ÇSpltut Regional District has requested that
the function be amended to authorize the
regional
rations t
pulpose
and to p

And whereas the provisions of section
767 of ¡he Municipal Act have been duly
complied with:

The function of Division XII-Land
Assembly, Housing and Land Banking
granted by supplementary Letters Patenl
dated July 25, 1974, be âmended as fol-
lows:

l By renumbering sections 3, 4 and 5 as
sections 4, 5 and 6.

Greeting

J. H. Hein¡ich
Minister of

Municipal Affairs

WHEREAS, bY
section 22 of the
Municipal Acr it is
provided the Lieu-
tenant Govemor in

ementary Letters ht_
a municipality under
set out:

the summit of Bullmoose Mountain and
55'05'00' north latitude; thence west
121"31'30'west longitude; thence north to
55"8'00" north latitude; thence west to
121"37'30'west longitude; thence north to
55'll'00'north latltude; thence east to
121"36'00" west longitude; thence south to
55'10'30" north lat-itude; thence east to
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Líeu tenan [ -Covernor

CANADA

PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLT]MBIA

ELIZABETH the SECOND, by the Grace of God, of the Uniced Kingdoru,

Canada, and Her Other Realms and territories,

Queen, Head of the Commonwealt.h, Defender of the Faith.

To all Lo whom these presents sha1l come -

GREETING I,IHEREAS under che provisions of

sectÍon 767 of. the lfunicipal Act

the Capital Regional Dlstrict was

incorporated by LeÈEers PaEenÈ

issued on February 1, 19 66:

(
(
(
(
(

(
(
(
(

I'lin is t er
of lfunÍcipa1 Af fairs

A,ND I{HEREAS secÈion 767 of the Ìfunicipal AcÈ provÍdes, inrer

alia, that in addÍtion to the functions conferred by thaÈ Act, a regional

district. has t,he funcÈfons provided by LeEEers PatenÈ or supplement.ary
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Letters PaEent, and for Chis purpose che LieuEenanÈ-Covernor l-n Council

Rây, on the recommen(lation of È.he ÈfinisEer, provide Ín the LeEE.ers

PaEent or supplemenÈary LeÈters PaEent further objecEs, Powers,

obligations, duÈies, limiÈations and condiE,ions for any or all

functions requesÊed under that section:

AND I{I{EREAS by supplemenÈary LetEers PaÈent dated July 25, L974,

as amended, the Capital Regional DistricÈ vras empowered Eo undertake

Èhe function of Division XII - Land Assenbly, Housing and Land BankÍng

with all member munÍcipalicies particÍpaEing:

AND I.IHEREAS the Regional Board of the Capital Regional

District has requested Ehat the function be amended Eo auÈhorize Ehe

Regional Board Èo guaranEee loans not in axcess of $1001000,00 for one

or more corporaEions undertaking land assenbly for Ehe purpose of providing

housing:

AND IüIIEREAS Èhe provisions of sectíon 767 of rhe Municipal Act

have been duly complied with:

NOl.l KNOI.I YE THAT by Ehese presents I'le do order and proclaim

t,hat on, from, and after E,he date hereof , the following be added to

the objects, porrers, obligations, duties, limitacions and condiÈions

of the CapiÈal Regional DistrÍct:

The function of Division XII - Land Assembly, Housing and

Land BankÍng granted by supplementary LeEters Patent daÈed July 25, L974,

as amended, be furEher amended as follov¡s:

I By renumberíng secÈÍons 4,5 and 6 as sectlons 5, 6 and 7
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B¡' adding Ehe follorving as secÈion 4:

"4. For the purposes of this funcEíon the Regional District is

emoowered to guarantee 1oans, as required, Eo one or more corpora-

EÍons rvhich may be ineorporaÈed as aforesaid, E,o provide inEerim

financing Èo such corporaEfons; provided, however, ÈhaÈ the tocal

of all outstanding guaranÈees shall noE exceed $100,000.00."

AND THAT t,he Letters Patent, as amended, of the CapÍtal Regional

DistricE be deemed Eo be further amended accordingly.

IN TESTIIÍONY Í..fHEREOF, We have caused Ehese Our LetÈers to be made PaÈenc

and t,he GreaE Seal of Our said Province to be hereunto affÍxed.

WITNESS, Ehe Honourable Henry P. .Bell-Irving,'LieutenanÈ-Governor of Our

saíd Province of British Columbia, in Our City of Viet.oria, in
r zth,our said Province, rhis I ( day of M nff CH , Ín the

year of Our Lord one thousand nine hundred and eighty-t,hree and

fn Ehe thirty-second year of Our Reign.

By Cormand.

c ial Secretary and
ster of GovernmenE Services.
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CANADA

PROVINCE OF BRITISU COLIJMBIÀ

ELIZABETH the SECOND, by the Grace of God, of the UnLÈed Kingdom,.

Canada, and Her Other Rea1ms and TerrLÈorLes, Queen,

Head of the Com¡nonwealth, Defender of che FaLth-

To all Eo v¡hom Èhese presents shall come -

GREETING.

/.

( WIIEREAS under the provisions of
(

(secrTon 767 of Èhe llunfcipal Àct

ìlirrlster
of llunlcipal Âffairs

( the Capítal Regfonal Discrlct was
(
( lncorporaÈed by Lerters Patent
(
( Lssuccl o¡r Ircbruary 1, 1966:
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AND IJIIEREAS sectlon 76'l of the Munlclpal

Âct provfcles, lnter alia, thac Ln additlon Eo the functlons

conferred by that AcE, a reglonal distrlcr has the functlons

provlded by LetÈers PatenÈ or supplernenEary LetEers Patent,

and for thls purpose Èhe Lleutenant-Governor fn CouncLl may,

on the recommendaÈLon of the lttntsC"r, provl<Ie Ln the LeÈters

PaÈenE or supplementary Letters PatenÈ further obJect., Powers,

ob1lgatlons, duEles, IfmÍEaclons and condlElons for any or

alJ- functLons reguesEed under ÈhaÈ secÈ1on:

AND I'IHEREÂS by supplernentary LeÈÈers PacenÈ

daËed July 25.- L974, the CaplCal Regfonal DLstrLcÈ r.tas empowered

to underEake Èhe funcElon of Dlwisfon XII - Land Assembly, llousfng

and Land Banklng !/lEh all member uruniclpalltfes ParticlpaÈl.ng:

AND WHEREAS the Regfonal Board of the Capltal

Reglonal DLsErfct has requested that the funcLLon be amended Èo

auÈhorlze the Regl.onal Board to creaÈe one or more corporat,ions

to undertake land assembly for che purPose of housfng, eLther

publLc or prfvaÈe, and Eo provlde publlc housf.ng:

AND WHEREAS the provliLons of secÈton 767 of the

Munlclpal ÀcÈ have been duly compJ-led wlth:

NOI'I KNOW YE TIIAT by these pr"""rri" I'le do order and

proclaim thaE on, from, and after the daÈe hereof, the followLng

be added Ëo Èhe obJects, powers, obllgatlons, duties, lLmiEaÈions,

and condlElons of the Capltal Reglonal DfsÈrlct:

The funcÈlon of Dlvlsion XII - Land r\ssembly,

llouslng ancl Lancl Banking granÈccl by supplementary LeEÈers Patent

daLed July 25, I974, be amended as follows:
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lly renumberlng sectlons 3, 4 and 5

as sectlons 4, 5 and 6.

By addfng the following as sectLon 3:2

tt3 NotwithsEandfng anythlng herelnbefore conÈal-ned, and

1n addlcton to Èhe obJect.s, powers, obllgatlons and

duties otherwfse contalned hereLn, but subjecÈ to

secÈl-on 6 hereof , the Regl-onal DLsÈrlct is empowered

to cause to be creaÈed one or more corporatLons Èo

underÈake land assembly for the purpose of housLng,

eLther publlc or prfvaÈe, and to provlde publLc

housLng and the Regfonal DLstrtct fs empowered Èo

take or cause Èo be taken all such acÈfons as ÍÈ

shall deem necessary to cause the incorporaÈf.on of

or¡e or more of such corporatlons. rt

AND THAT Èhe LeÈEers PaÈent, as amended, of the

Capltal Reglonal Distrlct be deemed to be furÈher amended accordingly.

rN TESTTI'ÍONY I^IHEREOF, lle have caused these our LèÈcers ro be made

PatenÈ and Ëhe GreaÈ Seal of Our saLd Provlnce Èo

be hereunÈo afflxed.

WITNESS, Èhe Honourable Henry P. Bell-Irvf.ng, LfeuÈenanÈ-Governor

. of Our safd Province of Brltl-sh Coluurbla, Ln Our

CtÈy of VfcÈorla, fn Our safd Provfnce, this
¿ 1,.

3 O u-L' 
day of Sept ernbt-r- , fn Èhe

, yeär of Our Lord one thousand nfne hundred and

elghty-two and l-n Èhe thtrty-flrsÈ year of Our

Relgn.

By Command.

.ProvLncfal SecreÈary and
MlnfsEer of Governme¡rÈ ServLces
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overnor

T]RITISH

APPROVED AND ORDERED S|I'.]{ì:9?2

COLUMBIA

188?

L

Ex¡cunve Couxc¡l CtteuueRs, V¡croRt¡t SiP.:C.|9BZ

On rhe recourmendation of the undcrsigncd, the Licutcnant-Govcrnor, by and with the advic¿ and consent

o[ t]¡c Exccutive Couocil, orders that Ehe supplementary LetEers PaÈent in the form aÈtached

fssued providlng Ehe capfÈal RegÍonal DlstricC v¡ith an amenclment to the

func¡ion of DivÍsiorr XII - Land Assemb1y, Houslng and Land Barrking'

//þ;;á

Ìfinister of Munic lpal Affalrs

Pre lng Dfember of the ExecuE Lve Counci

(This port is lor odntitristrarívc purposcs anl is ilo! putt ul tlrc Orltr.)

Âuthority undcr which Ordcr is ¡nadc:

Âcl and scction .e.e e-t-l e..t]... Z .61..(?).

orhcr (spccirv)......9-..L.,.Ç.,...-!'!.9.,... ?-!t.Ç..a.I.7.!...:....g.lLPP.lglll-ç-Lç .frv Lett.crs'Pn'cur,'t da red Ju1
"""'-7 ""'--'-"r--:''

( //./l ^-l L.Stututrry arrtlrority clrccLed b¡
p .).

I .\ .- .... -.
(Si3n¡turo anrl typcd or printcr.l n3Ëlc ol ¡i ¡.1

/':"1ãit'!)

2 19 74
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